Four arrested after Palestine Action storm RAF Brize Norton and vandalise RAF Voyagers
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Four individuals have been arrested by British counter-terrorism police following a break-in at RAF Brize Norton, the UK's largest Royal Air Force base, during which two Voyager aircraft were vandalized with red paint. The incident occurred last week when pro-Palestinian activists from the group Palestine Action infiltrated the base on electric scooters and used repurposed fire extinguishers to spray paint inside the jet engines, symbolising bloodshed in Gaza. Additional damage was caused with crowbars, and a Palestinian flag was left at the scene. Despite extensive security measures at the base, including a perimeter fence, cameras, sensors, and manned checkpoints, the activists managed to access the runway area without being caught at the time.
The four arrested include two men aged 24 and 36 from London and a 29-year-old woman, all suspected of preparing or instigating acts of terrorism under Section 41 of the Terrorism Act 2000. A 41-year-old woman was also apprehended on suspicion of assisting an offender. All four remain in custody as investigations continue. According to a police statement, the total damage caused to the aircraft is estimated to run into millions of pounds.
The pro-Palestinian group Palestine Action took responsibility for the attack, which they say was a protest against what they describe as the UK government's support for military operations in Gaza and across the Middle East. The group has a history of high-profile direct actions, including targeting arms companies and vandalizing a Trump-owned golf resort in Scotland. In particular, the aircraft targeted at Brize Norton are used for refuelling RAF jets engaged in international military efforts, though the Ministry of Defence has clarified that the Voyagers involved had not been used to support Israeli Air Force jets.
Following the break-in, the UK government announced plans to proscribe Palestine Action as a terrorist organisation under the Terrorism Act 2000. The Home Secretary is preparing to present a draft order to Parliament, which would criminalize membership or support of the group, potentially carrying penalties of up to 14 years in prison. This move aligns Palestine Action alongside approximately 80 other proscribed organisations, including Hamas, al-Qaida, and far-right extremist groups. The announcement has sparked widespread debate, with some politicians, celebrities, and members of the public opposing the ban. Protests against the government’s decision led to 13 arrests and seven charges by the Metropolitan Police.
Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer condemned the break-in as a "disgraceful act of vandalism," while Defence Secretary John Healey described the incident as "really disturbing," ordering a security review across all UK military facilities. A defence source acknowledged that while extensive security protocols are in place at RAF Brize Norton, complete coverage is challenging given the size of the base. Labour minister for UK security and former head of the Royal Navy, Lord West, said the breach was "extremely worrying" for national security, and Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch called the incident "deeply concerning."
The government’s resolve to strengthen security measures and criminalize the group’s activities marks a stern response to an event that exposed vulnerabilities in military base protection amid rising geopolitical tensions and contentious public debates over the UK's role in Middle Eastern conflicts.
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