Tent reappears on billionaire’s row a day after eviction, highlighting persistent London homelessness crisis
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A tent has reappeared on one of London’s most exclusive streets, known as billionaire’s row, just one day after migrants who had set up camp there were evicted. The area, synonymous with extreme wealth, has become a flashpoint in the ongoing debate about homelessness, migration, and urban management in the capital.
The encampment, located near Park Lane opposite the Hilton Hotel and Hyde Park Corner, had been home to about a dozen tents before a possession order was granted to remove them. Transport for London (TfL), which owns the land, emphasised that the site is not a safe place for people to sleep rough and is working with partner agencies to find alternative solutions. Despite the eviction, the tent's quick return highlights the persistent nature of this issue in London’s affluent districts.
This is not a new phenomenon; similar encampments have appeared in the same area before. In 2019, police cleared a makeshift migrant camp primarily inhabited by people from Romania and Bulgaria in Marble Arch, close to Mayfair. Those evicted moved their belongings to the nearby Park Lane site. The camps have historically drawn criticism amid spikes in local crime, including reports of muggings, begging, and anti-social behaviour. However, some local councillors have cautioned against automatically attributing the area's crime problems to the presence of homeless migrants.
The delay in addressing the tent city has been a matter of political contention. The site near Park Lane remained occupied for six months before authorities took decisive action, raising questions about whether political considerations influenced the timing. The eviction order came after a new Labour administration was elected, sparking debate about the balance between enforcement and humanitarian considerations.
London Mayor Sadiq Khan has defended the city’s approach to migrants and rough sleepers, highlighting London’s long-standing tradition as a sanctuary city welcoming people in need. Khan’s office points to ongoing efforts to eradicate rough sleeping by 2030, although residents have voiced concerns over public health and safety issues, including public defecation and drinking, linked to the encampments.
The challenges faced by local authorities underline the complexity of homelessness and transient populations in a city as economically diverse as London. There is a growing consensus that more comprehensive support services are required to address the root causes of homelessness. The encampments on Park Lane and beyond have become symbolic of broader struggles surrounding migration policy, housing shortages, and urban neglect.
Adding to the broader housing debate, architects have recently proposed affordable housing developments on derelict sites along Bishop’s Avenue, also known as billionaire’s row. While current owners have planning permission for luxury apartments, the lack of guaranteed affordable homes has drawn criticism. Council policies advocate for a minimum of 35% affordable housing in new developments, yet negotiations have sometimes resulted in cash contributions instead of actual affordable units. This juxtaposition of extreme wealth and visible homelessness underscores the city's deepening divide.
London’s elite streets remain contested spaces where issues of wealth disparity, homelessness, migration, and urban planning collide. The reappearance of tents on billionaire’s row after eviction signals that without sustained, compassionate, and systemic interventions, these challenges will persist.
📌 Reference Map:
Paragraph 1 – [1], [6] 
Paragraph 2 – [2], [6] 
Paragraph 3 – [4], [6] 
Paragraph 4 – [3], [6] 
Paragraph 5 – [5], [6] 
Paragraph 6 – [6] 
Paragraph 7 – [7] 
Paragraph 8 – [1], [6], [7]
Source: Noah Wire Services
Bibliography
1. https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/2074269/migrant-camp-billionaires-row-tent-returns - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cn0gq5wg2gzo - Transport for London (TfL) has been granted a possession order to remove 'illegal tents' from Park Lane in central London. The encampment, located opposite the Hilton Hotel near Hyde Park Corner, currently includes about 12 tents. This follows a previous order last October that cleared approximately 40 people from the site. Local councillors have called for the tents to be removed as a priority, emphasising the need for a lasting solution to prevent the issue from recurring. TfL stated that Park Lane is not a safe place for people to sleep rough and is working with partners to address the situation.
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/08/30/sadiq-khan-delay-homeless-tent-city-mayfair/ - A homeless 'tent city' remained in Mayfair, London, for six months before authorities took action. Dozens of people had set up camp on a green space near Park Lane, close to luxury establishments. Transport for London (TfL) sought a possession order for the area, stating that Park Lane was not a safe place for people to sleep rough. The delay in eviction raised questions about potential political motivations, as the action was taken after a Labour government was elected.
https://metro.co.uk/2019/09/21/homeless-migrant-camp-one-londons-richest-areas-cleared-police-10784342/ - A makeshift campsite inhabited by homeless migrants was cleared by police in one of London's wealthiest areas. The camp, located in Marble Arch, Mayfair, was on private Transport for London (TfL) owned land. Many of the campers, primarily from Romania and Bulgaria, moved their belongings to nearby Park Lane. This action followed a surge in reports of muggings, begging, pickpocketing, sexual assaults, and anti-social behaviour in the area. Local councillors cautioned against automatically blaming the crime wave on those living in the 'tent city'.
https://www.gbnews.com/politics/migrant-crisis-park-lane-london-sadiq-khan - London Mayor Sadiq Khan defended a migrant encampment on Park Lane, stating that London has always been a city that welcomes migrants and provides sanctuary to those in need. The encampment, located near luxury establishments, had raised concerns among residents due to reports of public defecation and drinking in public. Khan's office emphasised the positive contributions of migrants to the city and stated that efforts are being made to end rough sleeping in London by 2030.
https://noah-news.com/migrant-camp-on-park-lane-sparks-new-wave-of-outrage-amid-historic-cycle-of-displacement/ - A 19-tent camp established by Roma migrants on London's affluent Park Lane has reignited debates on homelessness, migration policy, and local governance. The encampment, located near luxury hotels and fine dining establishments, has been a focal point for discussions on urban homelessness and the challenges of managing transient populations. Local authorities are working with partner agencies to address the situation, emphasising the complexity of homelessness and the need for comprehensive support services.
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2023/nov/20/london-billionaires-row-derelict-site-affordable-homes-architects-blueprint - Architects have proposed designs for affordable housing on a derelict site on London's Bishops Avenue, known as 'Billionaires' Row'. The current owner has permission to build luxury apartments without any affordable housing, but there is no guarantee that these homes will be built. The council's policy demands at least 35% affordable housing on new developments, but the owners' agents have negotiated cash contributions instead. The site has been unoccupied since the early 1990s and has fallen into ruin.
image1.jpg




