Four charged over £7m vandalism at RAF Brize Norton in Palestine Action break-in

[image: ]
Four individuals have been charged following a break-in at RAF Brize Norton on 20 June, during which two military Voyager aircraft were vandalised with red paint. The damage to the aircraft has been estimated at around £7 million. The four charged are Amy Gardiner-Gibson, 29, and Jony Cink, 24, both of no fixed address, alongside Daniel Jeronymides-Norie, 35, and Lewie Chiaramello, 22, both from London. They are facing charges of conspiracy to enter a prohibited place with intent prejudicial to UK safety or interests, and conspiracy to commit criminal damage. They are set to appear at Westminster Magistrates' Court as proceedings continue.
The break-in was claimed by the pro-Palestinian activist group Palestine Action, which released footage showing individuals inside the base in darkness, with one rider using an electric scooter to approach an Airbus Voyager and spray paint into its jet turbine. The group stated their action aimed to target UK military support for Israeli operations in Gaza and the wider Middle East, alleging involvement in sending military cargo, flying reconnaissance planes over Gaza, and refuelling US and Israeli fighter jets. Palestine Action has been known for high-profile protests, including vandalism of a Trump-owned golf resort in Scotland and painting the London offices of Allianz Insurance.
In response to the incident, UK counter-terrorism police arrested the suspects on suspicion of preparing or instigating acts of terrorism under Section 41 of the Terrorism Act 2000. A fourth individual, a 41-year-old woman, was also arrested on suspicion of assisting an offender. The arrests took place in Newbury, Berkshire, and London, and all remain in custody. Authorities are conducting a comprehensive security review of military bases across the UK, ordered by Defence Secretary John Healey, who described the break-in as deeply troubling.
In parallel, the UK government has announced plans to proscribe Palestine Action as a terrorist organisation, introducing legislation to criminalise membership or support of the group with penalties of up to 14 years in prison. The Home Secretary, Yvette Cooper, announced that a draft proscription order would be laid before Parliament imminently. The move to ban Palestine Action comes amid wider debate about the definition and scope of terrorism, as the group insists their actions are non-violent protests focused on the UK’s role in arms dealings supporting Israel. The planned ban has faced criticism from some politicians, celebrities, and segments of the public who view it as an infringement on protest rights. Recent protests against the proscription led to multiple arrests and charges by police.
RAF Brize Norton, the largest UK air force base, serves as the strategic hub for air transport and refuelling operations, including flights to RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus. While the Ministry of Defence confirmed that the damaged Voyager aircraft had not been involved in refuelling or supporting Israeli Air Force jets, the base plays a critical role in RAF operations globally. The incident has prompted a reassessment of security measures at military installations, recognising that although the base is surrounded by perimeter fencing, security cameras, sensors, and manned checkpoints, total coverage remains challenging due to the extensive area.
Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer condemned the break-in as an "act of vandalism" and reiterated the government’s firm stance against actions that jeopardise national security. The events at RAF Brize Norton have highlighted ongoing tensions relating to the UK’s international military alliances and the political activism sparked by conflicts abroad, underscoring the complex balance between national security and the right to protest.
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