London Fire Brigade battles largest Erith industrial blaze in years with 150 firefighters
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Around 150 firefighters have been deployed to tackle a massive late-night blaze at an industrial estate in Erith, London. The fire broke out shortly before 11 pm on a Friday, engulfing a warehouse, a crane, and several vehicles. The London Fire Brigade responded with 25 fire engines and three of their 32-metre turntable ladders, which were used to assess the situation from above and to douse the flames with water. The incident has prompted authorities to advise local residents to keep windows and doors closed due to smoke spreading in the area.
The industrial estate affected by the fire houses approximately 20 businesses, including garages, repair shops, and recycling centres. The London Fire Brigade described the incident as likely to be "protracted," with crews expected to remain on site through the night. As of now, the cause of the fire remains unknown.
This recent blaze is part of a broader pattern of significant industrial fires in the Erith and Bexley area over the past decade. For example, a similar incident in July 2021 saw around 100 firefighters battling a large fire at a three-storey warehouse on Church Manorway, which was divided into 30 loading bays. That fire required a sustained operation, with the blaze being brought under control by just after 2 am the following day. No injuries were reported, and the cause was under investigation at the time.
Another notable fire occurred in June 2021 at Viking Way in Bexley, where two industrial units were destroyed. Approximately 100 firefighters and 15 fire engines were dispatched to manage the blaze, which was brought under control late at night. Again, no injuries were reported, and safety concerns such as gas cylinders threatened by the fire needed addressing to prevent explosions.
Going further back, a major warehouse fire in February 2015 in south-east London near Yarnton Way, Erith, required nearly 100 firefighters and 15 vehicles to bring under control. The blaze completely destroyed the warehouse and damaged nearby units and vehicles. The fire was treated as arson by the police, who appealed for information. Despite the scale of the fire and visible flames and smoke seen for miles, no injuries were reported. Firefighters worked diligently to prevent the fire from spreading to residential areas.
These recurring large-scale industrial fires in the Erith area highlight ongoing risks associated with warehouses and industrial facilities in the region. Each incident has mobilised significant emergency response resources and caused considerable disruption, though thankfully injuries have not been reported. Investigations into the causes often remain inconclusive or under review, underscoring challenges in fire prevention and safety at such sites.
As the current fire in Erith continues to be fought by a substantial number of firefighters, the priority remains extinguishing the blaze safely and minimising harm to people and property in the area. The London Fire Brigade has so far commended the swift multi-station response to the emergency, yet the prolonged nature of the fire means crews face a demanding operation ahead.
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