Hundreds march in London despite rain to demand UK halt arms sales to Israel amid Palestine Action ban
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Despite heavy rain, hundreds of protesters gathered in central London on Saturday, 19 July, for the "National March for Palestine" demonstration, underscoring the persistent public outcry over the humanitarian crisis in Gaza. Organised by the Palestine Solidarity Campaign and supported by various human rights organisations, trade unions, and community groups, the event aimed to highlight the ongoing siege and violence against Palestinians. Protesters called on the UK government to halt arms sales to Israel and to uphold international law, with the march assembling at Cleopatra's Needle on Victoria Embankment before proceeding through the capital.
The march, endorsed by prominent groups such as the Public and Commercial Services Union and Stop the War coalition, echoed broader demands including the expulsion of the Israeli ambassador from the UK and a complete cessation of all trade and arms transactions with Israel. Demonstrators emphasised the urgent need to end what they described as starvation and genocide in Gaza, pressing for sustained international solidarity and government accountability.
These protests unfolded amid heightened legal and political controversies surrounding Palestine Action, a pro-Palestinian activist group founded in 2020 that has been aggressively campaigning against the UK arms industry's role in the conflict. The group recently faced a government ban under the UK’s Terrorism Act 2000, following a high-profile incident where activists broke into the Royal Air Force base at Brize Norton, damaging two military aircraft in protest of British military support for Israel. The damage was estimated at around £7 million, and several activists involved have been charged.
Palestine Action mounted a legal challenge against the proscription seeking to halt the ban; however, their bid was rejected by the High Court, making membership or support of the group a criminal offence punishable by up to 14 years in prison. The government’s move to classify Palestine Action as a terrorist organisation has stirred robust debate. Critics argue that the terrorism label is disproportionate and potentially undermines legitimate protest and free speech, while supporters contend it is a necessary measure in response to direct actions targeting military infrastructure.
The group's co-founder, Huda Ammori, is scheduled to appear at a High Court hearing to seek permission to challenge the Home Secretary’s decision formally. Advocates of Palestine Action view the legal battle as emblematic of a wider suppression of dissent concerning the UK’s foreign policy and arms exports linked to the Gaza conflict. The upcoming week is set to be pivotal for the group’s future and the broader movement advocating for Palestinian rights within the UK.
This dynamic scenario highlights deep divisions in public and political opinion on Palestine within the UK, reflecting ongoing tensions between state security measures and activism aimed at ending what many perceive as injustices in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Saturday’s march, despite challenging weather, reinforced the resilience of grassroots mobilisation pushing for change amid a stringent legal backdrop.
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