Wolves Lane Centre reopens as a sustainable urban farm with community-led eco-buildings
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In the heart of Wood Green, North London, the Wolves Lane Centre—a site rich in horticultural history dating back to the 17th century—has undergone a transformative redevelopment aimed at creating a sustainable community food-growing hub. This ambitious project saw the intervention of design studio Material Cultures and architecture practice Studio Gil, who collaborated closely with a consortium of local organisations, including the African diaspora-led Ubele Initiative, the Black-led Black Rootz project, and the vegetable-growing cooperative OrganicLea. The site, once marked by ageing 1970s greenhouses and disrepair, now hosts three newly constructed buildings alongside revitalised glasshouse structures, reinforcing the centre's role as a vibrant social and educational resource.
The newly completed buildings serve diverse community functions. Material Cultures designed offices, classrooms, workshops, and a food distribution facility mainly for Ubele Initiative, while Studio Gil created a hall for communal kitchens, workshops, and events. Together, these structures respond to the centre’s expanding programmes, which had been constrained by the uncomfortable and outdated greenhouse environment, often harshly hot in summer and freezing in winter. The new buildings provide a permanent, welcoming presence for community groups, particularly young people of colour, offering empowerment through access to urban growing spaces and sustainable food systems.
Construction took place using a palette of local, bio-based, and recycled materials, underlining a strong ecological ethos. The design employed rubble trench foundations and brick plinths supporting timber frames insulated with locally sourced straw bales. Clays extracted on-site were transformed into natural renders, continuing through to the interiors alongside exposed timber frames and cladding, creating harmonious, earthy spaces. Oversized corrugated metal roofs—featuring solar panels—offer both a nod to traditional agricultural architecture and contribute to the centre’s urban street presence. According to Material Cultures founder Paloma Gormley, the project exemplifies the application of bio-regional materials in an urban context, highlighting the carbon-sequestering properties of plant-based materials and their potential to be returned safely to the earth at the end of their lifecycle.
The Wolves Lane Centre's redevelopment strongly emphasises community participation at every stage, from design through construction to ongoing programming. Local residents, schools, and the centre's partner organisations were actively involved in building the structures, creating educational and employment opportunities along the way. Studio Gil's founder Pedro Gil underlined this participatory ethos, affirming that the initiative serves not only to create physical spaces but also to disseminate knowledge generated by the project widely, effectively using the centre as a living classroom. This inclusivity and engagement have helped foster a vibrant environment for social resilience, sustainable practices, and cultural diversity.
The wider redevelopment forms part of the Mayor of London's Market Garden City project and benefits from funding by the National Lottery, the Mayor's Good Growth Fund, Haringey Council, and the Clothworkers’ Foundation. Besides new eco-buildings, the site features ecologically informed landscaping—including rainwater harvesting, sustainable drainage systems, and biodiverse planting that reflects the community's cultural heritage. Alongside architectural innovations, these measures create a climate-resilient urban space that sets a benchmark for ecological food growing and community involvement in London.
Wolves Lane Centre’s mission extends beyond horticulture; it is a dynamic hub striving to make good, sustainably grown food accessible to all. The centre supports initiatives such as Black Rootz, the UK’s first multigenerational Black-led growing project, fostering intergenerational connections and empowering racially minoritised communities. Open to the public on weekends, the centre offers inclusive experiences like a pay-what-you-can café and local produce sales.
This first phase of construction at Wolves Lane Centre marks a significant step towards a comprehensive community-oriented urban farm, with plans for further development, including an entrance canopy, pending future funding. Prior projects by Material Cultures reinforce their commitment to sustainability, having explored innovative uses of woodland waste and worked on culturally sensitive designs in collaboration with international architects.
In sum, the Wolves Lane Centre’s revitalisation stands as a compelling example of how community-led design, ecological materials, and social enterprise can intersect to revitalize urban spaces, engender local pride, and promote environmental stewardship in one of London’s diverse neighbourhoods.
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