Palace‑Forest feud spills onto live radio after UEFA demotion reshuffles Europe places
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A summer rivalry that has simmered between Crystal Palace and Nottingham Forest boiled over into plain language on live radio this week, where a Palace supporter said he wanted Forest relegated next season and celebrated his side’s European prospects despite the legal saga that has reshaped the clubs’ continental places. According to the live broadcast, the exchange underlined how on‑field triumph and off‑field disputes have become tightly entangled for both sets of supporters. (talkSPORT; Sky Sports)
The on‑field starting point for the row is simple: Crystal Palace beat Manchester City 1-0 in the FA Cup final on 17 May 2025, a first major trophy in the club’s history that under normal circumstances would have secured a place in the Europa League. The victory, sealed by Eberechi Eze’s strike and a penalty save from Dean Henderson, was celebrated as a historic moment for Palace fans and left the club preparing for European football. (BBC Sport; talkSPORT)
But UEFA’s rules on multi‑club ownership intervened. In a media release on 30 June 2025 the governing body’s Club Financial Control Body said it was examining several cases under Article 5 of the Club Competitions Regulations — the provision that prevents any individual or legal entity from exercising control or influence over more than one club in the same UEFA competition — and reiterated that the assessment date for documentation was 1 March 2025. The Premier League subsequently published an explainer in July underlining that the timing of that assessment was decisive in Palace’s case. (UEFA; Premier League)
That process culminated in Crystal Palace losing their appeal to the Court of Arbitration for Sport, which on 11 August 2025 dismissed the club’s challenge and upheld UEFA’s decision to move Palace from the Europa League into the Europa Conference League. The CAS panel concluded that John Textor, whose Eagle Football Group held links with both Palace and Olympique Lyonnais at the assessment date, had exercised influence; Lyon therefore kept the Europa League berth by virtue of a higher domestic finish and Nottingham Forest, who finished seventh in the Premier League, were elevated into Palace’s Europa League place. Reuters also reports that Textor resigned from Lyon’s board later in August 2025. (Reuters)
Nottingham Forest have been more than a passive beneficiary. Sky Sports reported that Forest wrote to UEFA in June 2025 raising concerns about a potential Article 5 breach by Palace, and the club also spent part of the summer engaged in a protracted transfer dispute with Tottenham Hotspur over Morgan Gibbs‑White. Gibbs‑White eventually signed a new three‑year, club‑record contract with Forest on 27 July 2025, after Forest accused Spurs of an illegal approach and threatened to lodge a complaint with the Premier League. Those episodes — a formal notification to UEFA and a heated transfer stand‑off — have fuelled the antagonism between the clubs’ supporters and executives. (Sky Sports)
That antagonism was on show on talkSPORT’s Premier League launch show, where a Palace caller who identified himself as Dee said: “Honestly, I want Forest to get relegated next year, to be fair,” and listed a catalogue of grievances, including Forest’s approach to potential rule breaches and the Gibbs‑White saga. A nearby Forest fan retorted: “Oh look, they win a trophy for the first time in their history, look at them go,” and suggested Palace’s administrative failings were their owner’s problem rather than supporters’ concern. The exchanges, broadcast live, illustrated how legal and governance disputes have bled into everyday fan discourse. (talkSPORT)
For Palace the immediate practical consequence is a downgrade in European competition and a different route into the continent. The club have been offered a place in the Europa Conference League and will face Norwegian side Fredrikstad FK in a play‑off tie, while domestically they prepare to open the Premier League season against Chelsea. Palace maintain they restructured ownership and argued that Textor had no decisive influence at Selhurst Park, but missed the formal deadline to satisfy UEFA’s documentation requirements — a point the club has repeatedly made in public statements. Observers say the case underlines how governance and timing can have concrete sporting consequences, and how rivals can exploit regulatory avenues as part of sporting competition. (talkSPORT; Premier League; UEFA; Reuters)
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