Enhanced policing and technology help keep Notting Hill Carnival relatively peaceful amid rising arrests
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Two people were stabbed at this year’s Notting Hill Carnival, a celebrated annual event in west London renowned for its vibrant display of Caribbean culture. Despite a reported 21 percent increase in arrests compared to last year, police claimed there were "far fewer" incidents of serious violence. The Metropolitan Police recorded a total of 423 arrests over the two-day festival, the highest since 2019, with 223 arrests on Monday and 200 on Sunday.
The stabbings, which occurred during the event, did not result in life-threatening injuries, a significant improvement when compared with last year’s grim tally of two murders and eight stabbings. The police emphasised that proactive measures, such as the deployment of live facial recognition technology and knife arches, were instrumental in identifying and detaining individuals intent on causing harm. Some 52 arrests followed the use of facial recognition cameras to spot wanted individuals, while others involved possession of offensive weapons (46 arrests), assaulting police (32), sexual offences (18), and various drug-related offences.
Assistant Commissioner Matt Ward highlighted that the policing operation centred on preventing serious violence by targeting troublemakers early. "These arrests have prevented some of the serious violence we have seen at previous Carnivals," he said, referencing the extensive use of stop and search powers alongside technological support. This approach came amid a crowd of approximately one million attendees and a considerable police presence of around 7,000 officers.
The event itself was marked by a vibrant celebration of Caribbean heritage, with colourful parades, flamboyant costumes, music, and dancing against a backdrop of summery 26C weather. Groups from across the Caribbean and Brazilian diaspora, including Bajan Raw Licquer, Mahogany, and Paraiso Samba School, brought cultural richness to the streets. The carnival also held moments of solemn remembrance, such as a two-day silence commemorating the Grenfell Tower fire victims.
However, the event was not without moments of tension. Viral footage showed a woman being detained after allegedly throwing a bottle of alcohol at police, and instances of officer assaults, which the Metropolitan Police described as including kicks, punches, and spitting. Overall, police reported 61 incidents of assaults on officers over the festival’s duration. Despite these incidents, the use of targeted policing and enforcement measures appears to have kept the event largely peaceful compared with previous years.
The policing strategy drew some scrutiny as well. London Assembly member Caroline Russell noted a significant rise in stop and searches, more than doubling from 371 in 2022 to 798 in 2023. Despite this increase, nearly 80 percent of these stops resulted in no further action, leading to debates about the effectiveness and fairness of these policing tactics.
Moreover, ahead of the carnival, police had undertaken extensive preparations, including 100 pre-event arrests and the seizure of 11 firearms and over 40 knives, aiming to deter violence and criminality. Around 266 individuals on bail or probation were also barred from attending, underpinning the intelligence-led nature of the operation designed to safeguard attendees.
The Met Police described this year’s carnival as exhibiting a decrease in serious incidents compared to recent years, but the data reveal a complex picture of high police intervention amid a continuing challenge to maintain safety at one of Europe’s largest street festivals. While the cultural celebration flourished, efforts to curtail violence and offences remained at the forefront of policing operations, reflecting ongoing concerns about public safety at major city events.
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