Notting Hill Carnival sees significant drop in violence amid advances in facial recognition technology
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This year’s Notting Hill Carnival has seen a notable reduction in serious violence compared to recent years, according to the Metropolitan Police. Over the two main days of the event, police arrested 423 individuals, including 46 for possession of offensive weapons. Among these arrests, 52 were made possible through the use of live facial recognition (LFR) technology deployed on approaches to and from the carnival. The force described the event as “far safer” than in previous years, with just two reported stabbings – one in Powis Terrace and another in Oxford Gardens – neither of which resulted in life-threatening injuries.
The police credited a combination of proactive measures for this marked improvement in safety. Assistant Commissioner Matt Ward, overseeing the carnival’s policing, highlighted that targeted efforts to identify and arrest those planning violence played a key role. These efforts incorporated live facial recognition technology, knife arches at entry points, and stop and search powers, which collectively helped to prevent some of the serious incidents witnessed at past carnivals. The Metropolitan Police also expressed appreciation for the organisers and community voices urging attendees to reject violence and avoid conflict, which they said contributed to the more peaceful atmosphere this year.
Ahead of the carnival, the Metropolitan Police undertook extensive intelligence-led interventions, arresting 100 individuals and seizing a significant cache of weapons, including 11 firearms and over 40 knives. Additionally, the police recalled 21 people to prison and imposed conditions on 266 others to prevent their attendance at the event. These strategic moves aimed to disrupt those posing the greatest risks to public safety, bolstering security ahead of the festivities.
The use of live facial recognition has been a subject of controversy in previous years, with concerns raised about its accuracy and potential bias against women and people of colour. However, Metropolitan Police Commissioner Sir Mark Rowley stated that the technology had “significantly improved” since earlier deployments and emphasised that it would be used without bias at the carnival. This reassurance came amid wider debates around privacy and mass surveillance, yet police maintain the technology’s role in identifying suspects early and reducing violence.
Last year’s carnival was marked by tragedy, including the fatal stabbing of 32-year-old Cher Maximen in front of her young daughter, and the death of Dubai-based chef Mussie Imnetu following an attack. Both cases resulted in convictions, and this year’s intensified policing efforts were seen by many as a necessary response to prevent a repeat of such events.
While the police report that the event remains ongoing and they are maintaining vigilance, early indications portray the 2023 Notting Hill Carnival as a safer celebration, with fewer violent incidents and most attendees able to enjoy the cultural festivities without disruption.
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