Archbishop of York condemns Farage’s deportation plan as un-Christian and harmful
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The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, has publicly condemned Nigel Farage's plan to deport all illegal migrants from the UK, describing the proposal as "not the Christian way" and "beneath us as a nation." Cottrell, who is the second highest-ranking clergyman in the Church of England, argued that Britain must continue to exhibit compassion and understanding toward those fleeing violence and persecution, rather than simply shutting the door on asylum seekers. He emphasised that offering shelter has long been a hallmark of British values and that a fair and functional system is needed to balance the needs of migrants and local communities alike.
Farage, leader of the Reform UK party, has pledged a radical and controversial strategy to tackle what he calls an "invasion" of illegal migrants arriving via small boats crossing the Channel. His proposal, dubbed "Operation Restoring Justice," involves detaining and forcibly deporting between 500,000 and 600,000 asylum seekers over five years if his party gains power. This plan includes negotiating return agreements with countries such as Afghanistan, Eritrea, Iran, and Syria, irrespective of their human rights records. Detained migrants would be held in newly established facilities, including repurposed military bases, with costs estimated at around £10 billion over the same period. Farage also intends to repeal the Human Rights Act, withdraw the UK from the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), and disapply the 1951 UN Refugee Convention for five years, facilitating mass deportations without the current legal obstacles.
The Archbishop's rebuke underscores a significant clash between church leadership and the Reform UK party's hardline policies. Cottrell's stance aligns with criticism from other senior Anglican figures, including the Bishop of Chelmsford, who fully support his compassionate approach. The church’s voice comes amid intense public debate and social unrest, with protests notably erupting at asylum seeker hotels, such as the Bell Hotel in Epping, Essex, following alleged assaults linked to residents. Home Office efforts to close some asylum accommodations have triggered legal battles due to concerns that such closures might incite further disorder.
Farage has faced widespread condemnation for his readiness to collaborate with regimes like the Taliban, who currently govern Afghanistan, a country with a notoriously poor human rights record. Despite public outcry, he has defended the approach by asserting that the safety of British streets outweighs concerns about migrants facing persecution or even death upon return. His stance has sparked sharp criticism from human rights advocates and some clergy, highlighting the moral and legal complexities of such a deportation plan.
Politically, Reform UK has surged in national opinion polls, capitalising on voter frustration with the inability of previous governments to curb irregular migration effectively. Although they hold only a small number of seats in Parliament, their growing popularity poses a challenge to both the Conservatives and Labour as the next general election approaches. Farage’s party aims to replace the Conservatives as the leading party on the right by presenting itself as the definitive solution to migration issues.
The Archbishop's intervention, coupled with the ongoing legal, social, and political turmoil surrounding immigration policy, highlights the deep divisions within the UK over how best to manage asylum seekers and the nation’s responsibilities under international law and Christian values. As the debate intensifies, the future of Britain's immigration approach remains uncertain, with the potential for significant policy shifts should Reform UK gain greater political power.
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