Security guard at Epping migrant hotel suspended after social media firearms images surface

[image: ]
A security guard employed at the Bell Hotel in Epping, Essex—a site currently housing asylum seekers and subject to ongoing anti-immigration protests—has been suspended after images surfaced on social media showing him posing with firearms and cash. Amjad Khan, originally from Pakistan and working for Supreme Facilities, a subcontractor providing security through CTM (North) Ltd under a Home Office contract, posted the images on platforms including Instagram and Snapchat. The photos, now deleted, appear to have been taken during a visit to Pakistan and show him with a black shotgun, a handgun, and an assault rifle. Andy Lane, managing director of Supreme Facilities, confirmed Khan’s suspension and the initiation of an internal investigation. 
The Bell Hotel has been a flashpoint for tension since it began housing asylum seekers, drawing protests often linked to far-right groups in Epping Forest. Campaigners such as Eddy Butler and Julian Leppert have spearheaded anti-migrant activities since 2020, frequently galvanising local unrest. The presence of figures like Callum Barker, an activist affiliated with the Homeland Party, adds to the complex dynamic of community opposition and extremist activism in the area. These protests have sometimes escalated into violence, with clashes between demonstrators and police resulting in injuries and property damage. 
This volatile environment has prompted Epping Forest District Council to seek an interim High Court injunction to prevent the Bell Hotel from continuing to accommodate asylum seekers. Council leaders have cited escalating community tensions and concerns about the hotel’s proximity to schools and a care home. Despite repeated appeals, the Home Office’s response has been seen as insufficient, intensifying local frustrations. 
Compounding the atmosphere of lawlessness around the Bell Hotel, there have been reports of police operations linked to organised crime, involving armed units conducting searches in the vicinity. In one instance, Essex Police arrested two men on suspicion of firearms offences connected to activities between Essex and London. While details remain limited due to the sensitive nature of the operation, these incidents illustrate the multifaceted challenges faced by the area. 
The level of hostility encountered by staff at the hotel has also been troubling. There have been recent reports of a security guard attacked and left bloodied during one of the protests, with Essex Police treating the assault as a racially aggravated hate crime. Several arrests have been made in relation to the protests, highlighting the severity of the confrontations. 
The Bell Hotel itself has a history marked by negative reviews and concerns over management and security prior to its current role. A 2014 TripAdvisor review detailed an experience of guest fights and unresponsive staff, remarking on a perceived lack of security that might be linked to plans to convert the premises into an elderly care home. This background adds another layer of complexity to the ongoing issues. 
Taken together, the suspension of the security guard over social media images of firearms is the latest episode in a broader pattern of unrest, criminality, and community discord surrounding the Bell Hotel. The situation remains tense, with ongoing police investigations, council interventions, and protest activity continuing to shape the narrative around this contentious site. 
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