Brighton Legal Walk raises £5,200 to fund vital free legal advice amid rising demand
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The Brighton Legal Walk returned on September 10, bringing together legal professionals and advisers to raise crucial funds for organisations offering free legal advice in Brighton and the surrounding areas. The event supports local charities such as BHT Sussex, Citizen’s Advice, Money Advice Plus, and Possability People, all of which provide vital services to vulnerable individuals facing housing, immigration, and financial challenges. Organised by the London Legal Support Trust, the walk helps generate both awareness and funding for these agencies during a period marked by increasing demand and pressure on legal advice services.
Sue Hennell, senior advice manager for BHT Sussex, expressed her gratitude for the community’s ongoing support. She highlighted that fundraising events like this are essential to ensure the continuation of free legal advice services, which play a crucial role in helping people stay in their homes and access justice regardless of their personal circumstances. In recent years, BHT Sussex’s Brighton Advice Service alone has helped hundreds of people, with last year’s figures showing assistance to 735 individuals and the prevention of homelessness for 801 households across Brighton and East Sussex. The service offers specialist advice on housing and immigration, including the In-Court Duty Scheme at Brighton County Court, which provides emergency advice to those facing eviction. BHT Sussex also operates one of the few legal aid providers in Sussex dedicated to refugees and asylum seekers.
The 10km walk not only raises funds but also shines a spotlight on the increasingly critical need for accessible legal support amid the ongoing cost-of-living crisis and rising housing costs. The event attracted multiple local organisations, with teams from Citizen’s Advice Brighton & Hove, Money Advice Plus, and Possability People also participating. Money Advice Plus, for instance, used its fundraising efforts to create a quiet space for staff to decompress from the pressures of their challenging work, underscoring the emotional toll faced by advisers in these roles.
Possability People, which provides confidential and impartial advice to disabled individuals across Brighton, Hove, mid-Sussex, and East Sussex, also took part in the walk. The funds raised are intended to expand their capacity to help disabled people secure the advice and income needed to live their chosen lives. The event's route, stretching along Brighton's seafront from Brighton Magistrates Court to Hove Town Hall, was led by HHJ Stuart Farquhar and passed through scenic areas, reinforcing the community and supportive spirit of the fundraiser.
This year’s Brighton Legal Walk raised £5,200 for the participating local advice agencies. When combined with the similar Hastings Legal Walk held over two weeks in September, the collective efforts brought in £7,500 to support advice centres throughout the region. These funds are critical in addressing the surge in demand for legal advice caused by economic challenges, helping ensure that no one in Brighton and East Sussex feels left without support during times of crisis.
The continuous commitment by both participants and sponsors towards this annual event speaks to the shared recognition of the importance of free legal advice in safeguarding the wellbeing and rights of some of the most vulnerable members of the community.
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