Sir David Attenborough explores the unexpected wildlife of London in new documentary
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Sir David Attenborough is turning his famously inquisitive eye towards the rich and often overlooked wildlife of London in an upcoming BBC documentary titled "Wild London." At 99 years old, Attenborough, who has spent much of his life travelling the globe to explore diverse natural habitats, is now focusing on the fascinating urban ecosystem of the city he has called home for 75 years. The hour-long film, produced by Passion Planet in partnership with the London Wildlife Trust, will air on BBC One and BBC iPlayer later this year.
"Wild London" promises to reveal the remarkable resilience and adaptability of nature amid the grey sprawl of the capital. Iconic urban-dwelling species such as peregrine falcons nesting on the Houses of Parliament and urban foxes navigating the streets of Tottenham will be among the highlights. The documentary also aims to spotlight active conservation and environmental schemes that encourage the return of wildlife to city spaces, illustrating how human and natural life can coexist and even thrive side by side.
This new project reflects a growing interest in urban ecology, emphasising that cities are not merely concrete jungles but dynamic habitats that can support diverse wildlife populations. Recent successes, such as the birth of baby beavers in west London — the first in over 400 years — underscore this potential. The Ealing Beaver Project released a family of beavers into Paradise Fields in October 2023, and within months, the animals had adapted well, building lodges and dams that demonstrate nature's capacity to flourish in urban environments.
Such developments align with earlier BBC efforts to explore urban wildlife, including programs like "Urban Jungle," which showcased the surprising range of species thriving in towns across England, from badgers to otters, and "The Living Thames," which highlighted the ecological importance of the River Thames to London’s natural history. Moreover, previous documentaries like the 2012 "Wild London" episode from the BBC’s "Natural World" series also explored how animals such as foxes, squirrels, and pigeons adapt to city life, delving into the challenges and victories these creatures face in metropolitan settings.
Attenborough’s decision to centre this new documentary on London reflects both his personal connection to the city and a broader movement to recognise and protect urban nature. As efforts to rewild cities gather momentum, "Wild London" is set to inspire viewers to appreciate the extraordinary wildlife living just beyond their doorsteps and to support initiatives fostering biodiversity in urban landscapes.
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