London's new DLR trains set to boost capacity and accessibility by 2026
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The first of 54 new Docklands Light Railway (DLR) trains has entered service in London, marking a significant step forward in modernising the city's transport infrastructure. According to Transport for London (TfL), these new trains are designed to substantially improve reliability, capacity, and comfort for passengers. The state-of-the-art trains feature walk-through carriages, air conditioning, live travel information, mobile charging points, and dedicated spaces for pushchairs, bicycles, luggage, and wheelchair users—a clear enhancement in accessibility and passenger convenience.
This fleet replacement is part of a broader investment plan funded by £260 million from the government’s Housing Infrastructure Fund, a £500 million loan from the National Wealth Fund, and over £5 million from London City Airport. The £900 million project underlines the commitment to support sustainable transport growth and accommodate increasing passenger numbers, particularly in key developing areas such as Stratford, Woolwich Arsenal, the Isle of Dogs, and the Royal Docks.
The new trains, produced by the Spanish manufacturer Construcciones y Auxiliar de Ferrocarriles, S.A. (CAF), are expected to increase DLR capacity by over 50%, with some sources suggesting a capacity boost exceeding 60% once all units are operational. This will facilitate travel for roughly 100 million annual passengers in east and south-east London, many of whom rely on the DLR for commuting and access to new homes and jobs in emerging urban areas.
TfL plans to fully replace the ageing DLR fleet by the end of 2026. This older stock includes trains that have been in service for over 30 years, increasingly prone to reliability issues. The introduction of the new trains follows a temporary timetable adjustment made in June to phase out the oldest units safely. As the new trains are brought in, service frequency and passenger comfort are set to improve considerably.
However, the rollout has faced some challenges. Most of the fleet, including 36 of the 40 trains already built, experienced delays due to technical issues and the collapse of a TfL contractor responsible for the depot to house the trains in London. Despite these setbacks, TfL continues to assure that the entire new fleet will be in service by summer next year, with the first trains already operational.
Technological upgrades accompanying the new trains include modern on-board control systems and an upgraded signalling system, supported by a series of contracts awarded to the technology firm Thales. These enhancements promise more frequent and reliable journeys in East London, supporting the DLR's expansion and operational performance, which TfL has been developing since 1994.
Mayor of London Sadiq Khan emphasised the importance of this development, highlighting that the new trains will not only boost capacity and reliability but also support urban growth in areas undergoing significant housing and employment expansion. London's transport commissioner, Andy Lord, echoed these sentiments, noting that the new trains will deliver more comfortable, frequent, and accessible services, helping the DLR keep pace with the capital's rising transport demands.
This comprehensive upgrade of the DLR network reflects London's ongoing efforts to modernise its transport systems, providing faster, greener, and safer journeys while catering to the needs of a diverse and growing population.
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