King Charles to lead historic Remembrance service with wartime veterans and VJ Day anniversary
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King Charles is poised to lead the nation in the annual National Service of Remembrance at the Cenotaph in London, underscoring the solemn tribute to those who have lost their lives in conflict. The event, scheduled for a Sunday in November, will feature the King leading a two-minute silence at 11am, followed by the Royal British Legion’s march-past, which will include some 10,000 armed forces veterans. This year holds special significance as it marks 80 years since the end of the Second World War, with about 20 veterans from that era expected to attend the commemoration.
The ceremony will see members of the Royal Family and senior politicians laying wreaths to honour the fallen. Prime Minister Keir Starmer highlighted the importance of this occasion, stating that it allows the nation to “pause as a nation to honour all those who have served our country.” He reflected on the extraordinary courage of the armed forces in shaping the freedoms Britain enjoys today and reaffirmed the government’s commitment to supporting veterans, their families, and those currently serving.
Among the veterans participating are remarkable centenarians such as Donald Poole, a Royal Army Ordnance Corps technician who served in India during the final year of the war, and Sid Machin, one of the last surviving “Chindit” soldiers from the challenging Burma campaign. Their personal stories emphasize the breadth of sacrifice, with Mr Poole paying tribute not only to military personnel but also to civilian services like the fire service during the Blitz. Eileen Marshall, a 98-year-old former member of the Women’s Royal Naval Service, represents one of the few female Second World War veterans still marching at the Cenotaph, carrying with her the legacy of loved ones lost.
The National Service of Remembrance at the Cenotaph is a meticulously observed occasion, commencing with the firing of a Minute Gun by The King's Troop Royal Horse Artillery, and featuring military bands performing The Last Post and the National Anthem. Thousands of people traditionally line Whitehall to pay their respects, joining veterans and serving personnel in reflecting on the enduring legacy of courage and commitment across generations.
In addition to Remembrance Sunday, King Charles is set to lead other commemorations this year, notably the 80th anniversary of Victory over Japan (VJ) Day in August. This event will similarly take place at the Cenotaph, with a flypast of historic military aircraft, a two-minute silence at midday, and musical tributes, illuminating the nation’s remembrance of those who served during the war's concluding months.
The director of remembrance at the Royal British Legion, Philippa Rawlinson, urged the public to not only remember the fallen but also to honour the ongoing dedication of the armed forces community, from risking their lives in conflict zones to providing crucial support during emergencies and humanitarian crises. Her sentiments echo those of military leaders such as Air Chief Marshal Sir Richard Knighton, who affirmed the nation’s commitment to remembering the sacrifices of its servicemen and women wherever they serve.
As Britain pauses this Remembrance Sunday, the collective act of remembrance led by King Charles and embraced by the nation serves as a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made for peace, freedom, and the values that continue to define the country.
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