Protests outside O2 Forum highlight tensions over Bob Vylan’s political stance
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Five individuals were arrested during two separate protests outside the O2 Forum in Kentish Town, North London, on the evening of November 11, 2025, coinciding with a performance by the politically outspoken band Bob Vylan. The Metropolitan Police intervened amidst the demonstrations, which included participants from a pro-Palestine protest and a 'Stop the Hate' rally. Among the arrests was a man from the pro-Palestine group detained for chants referencing the Israel Defense Forces (IDF). Another arrest from the 'Stop the Hate' protest followed a physical altercation between demonstrators, leading to suspicion of common assault. Three additional arrests were made on grounds of breaching Public Order Act conditions, involving two from the 'Stop the Hate' protest and one from the pro-Palestine group. Police had earlier imposed strict conditions on the protests, including designated areas for each group and a mandated end time of 9.30pm to forestall serious disorder. Officers remained on site as the events concluded.
The political charge surrounding these protests reflects ongoing tensions linked to Bob Vylan’s performances. The band has previously courted controversy for their militant stance on the Israel-Palestine conflict, most notably at the 2025 Glastonbury Festival, where frontman Bobby Vylan led his audience in chanting “death to the IDF.” This sparked widespread discussion and backlash. In a subsequent surprise gig at The 100 Club in Soho in July 2025, when fans attempted to resurrect those same chants, Bobby Vylan swiftly intervened, warning them the chants could land him in “trouble” before steering the crowd toward chanting “Free, free Palestine” instead. This incident highlights the delicate positioning the band holds within the fraught debate, balancing vocal political expression with attempts to moderate direct incitement during their shows.
The protests on November 11 demonstrate how these contentious themes continue to ripple beyond music venues, prompting active demonstrations and necessitating police oversight to manage public order. The Met spokesperson’s statement clarified that the imposed Public Order Act conditions aimed “to prevent serious disruption and serious disorder,” underscoring the authorities’ approach to managing the politically sensitive environment around the band’s performances and associated protests. The localized nature of the protests, with clear spatial divisions in Kentish Town, further illustrates efforts to minimise conflict between opposing activist groups in this highly charged climate.
This series of events embodies the intersection of culture, politics, and public safety that the Bob Vylan phenomenon has come to represent in London. While the band’s music serves as a platform for political advocacy, the reactions it incites, from fan chants to organised protests, reveal the complexities authorities and communities face in navigating freedom of expression and maintaining public order amid divisive geopolitical issues.
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