Commons vote deepens scrutiny of Starmer amid Labour tensions and market bets
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Speaker Sir Lindsay Hoyle’s decision to allow a Commons vote has opened a fresh line of attack on Keir Starmer, intensifying scrutiny of the prime minister just as questions about his authority inside Labour are growing louder. According to Bloomberg and ITV News, MPs are set to consider whether Starmer should face an inquiry over claims that he misled Parliament about Peter Mandelson’s appointment as ambassador to the United States.
The move matters because it puts a formal parliamentary process behind what had already become a politically damaging row. The Guardian described the Speaker’s intervention as unexpectedly awkward for Starmer, while The Daily Sceptic said the proposed vote centres on whether the matter should be referred to the Privileges Committee. That committee can examine allegations that an MP has intentionally misled the House, making the episode potentially more serious than a passing Westminster spat.
The political backdrop is already fragile. Starmer has previously denied pressure over a separate Commons row linked to Gaza, when Hoyle’s handling of a vote sparked criticism and procedural chaos. The latest dispute adds to the sense, reported across several outlets, that relations between the prime minister and the Speaker’s chair have become an increasingly disruptive factor in Labour’s first term in office.
That tension is now feeding into trading on prediction markets. CryptoBriefing said the odds of Starmer leaving office by 30 June 2026 stood at 39% on the YES side, while the end-of-year contract was priced at 68%, suggesting traders see greater risk later in 2026 than in the immediate term. The gap between the two markets points to expectations that any decisive pressure may build after the summer, rather than in the next few weeks.
Volumes have also risen, with CryptoBriefing reporting nearly $29,563 in USDC traded over the past day across both contracts. The June market remains thin, meaning relatively small wagers can move the price sharply, while the more volatile December contract reflects a wider bet that Starmer’s difficulties could worsen as Parliament moves through a crowded run of votes and internal Labour tensions continue to simmer.
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