Louisiana suspends primaries amid redistricting battle after Supreme Court ruling
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Louisiana’s governor has suspended the state’s US House primaries after the Supreme Court’s latest voting rights ruling blew a hole in the legal basis for the current map, setting up a fast-moving redistricting fight with major consequences for Black representation and control of Congress. Governor Jeff Landry’s executive order came just as early voting was due to begin, and after some absentee ballots had already been cast, deepening the sense of confusion around one of the most contentious election disputes in the state in years.
The order pauses the House primaries for the May and June election cycles and pushes them back to mid-July, or until lawmakers approve a new congressional map. According to the state’s own announcement, the move was designed to give the legislature room to redraw districts after the Supreme Court effectively undercut the current plan, which included two majority-Black seats. State officials have described the situation as an electoral emergency, while critics say the timing of the suspension risks disenfranchising voters who had already started participating in the contest.
The broader legal backdrop is the court’s decision in Louisiana v. Callais, which sharply narrowed the reach of Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. AP reported that the 6-3 ruling found race had been given too much weight in drawing Louisiana’s second majority-Black district, while civil rights advocates warned that the judgment could make it far harder to challenge maps that dilute minority voting strength. The case has already become a flashpoint in a wider national battle over redistricting, with Republicans in several states watching closely for opportunities to redraw maps in their favour.
Landry’s move drew an immediate backlash from voting rights groups and Democratic officials, who accused Republicans of using the ruling as cover for political gain. MoveOn Civic Action said the state was trying to silence Black voters, while the Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee argued that the court had opened the door to racial gerrymandering across the South. Marc Elias of Democracy Docket went further, calling the suspension a power grab and warning of a test run for election subversion ahead of the autumn vote.
Republican leaders, by contrast, have welcomed the prospect of a new map. The Washington Post reported that Landry privately briefed GOP congressional candidates before making the suspension public, and suggested that a revised plan could net Republicans one or two additional seats. Donald Trump praised Landry on Truth Social for acting quickly, and House Speaker Mike Johnson said states should move ahead with redraws before the midterms. In Louisiana, however, the governor is already facing a lawsuit from residents who argue that the delay will deprive voters of their franchise before the courts can fully settle the matter.
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