Plaid Cymru's Adam Price raises alarm over potential betrayal of public trust
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In a troubling development within the Welsh Parliament, Plaid Cymru's Adam Price has raised alarm bells over what he termed a potential betrayal of public trust by the Welsh Government. This follows troubling indications that a crucial law aimed at disqualifying politicians guilty of deliberate deception may not see the light of day before the May 2026 Senedd elections.
Initially, former counsel general Mick Antoniw had made a firm pledge to push this vital legislation through. However, current counsel general Julie James has cast doubt on that commitment, arguing that additional consultation is needed. Her assertion that, “I believe a proposed offence should be the subject of further consultation,” suggests a lack of urgency and accountability that should worry all citizens. 
This issue comes against the backdrop of a broader inquiry into political accountability. The Senedd's standards committee had published a substantial report earlier this year, exploring the feasibility of criminalising the act of deliberate deception by politicians. However, in a disheartening twist, specific elements of the proposed legislation were stripped away during a Senedd vote, much to the dismay of advocates for political integrity. The deputy first minister, Huw Irranca-Davies, had previously reassured the public of the government’s commitment to these reforms, but such assurances now ring hollow.
Price expressed his frustration during recent discussions, labelling the Welsh Government's actions as a "travesty" if they ultimately mislead both the public and the Senedd on this pressing issue. He emphasised the imperative of maintaining political integrity, warning that a failure to follow through on prior commitments could spell serious electoral consequences come 2026. Alarmingly, polls show that over two-thirds of respondents support legislation to hold politicians accountable for knowingly misleading the public—a stark indication of the public’s demand for integrity.
The inquiry has drawn mixed reactions from witnesses, with some cautioning against the dangers of politicising the courts while others call for substantial reforms to reinstate faith in democratic institutions. The latter perspective highlights a critical need for independence in political processes that the current government seems disinterested in pursuing. 
Julie James has pledged that the Welsh Government will further clarify their position in an upcoming debate set for April 2, yet the delay raises pressing concerns about their commitment to accountability and honesty. As the public awaits answers, the spectre of disillusionment looms large, reflecting a growing disconnect between the politicians in power and the electorate they supposedly serve.
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