Campaigners call for abolition of two-child limit on benefits as child poverty rises
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Campaigners are ramping up their demands for the abolition of the two-child limit on benefits as the eighth anniversary of this detrimental policy draws near. Introduced by the previous Conservative government, this policy restricts child tax credits and universal credit to just the first two children in many households, and it has become a focal point in the ongoing debates surrounding child poverty in the UK.
Since its inception in 2015, the two-child limit has wreaked havoc on family welfare, with a torrent of charities and research groups presenting alarming evidence of its adverse effects on child poverty levels. The End Child Poverty Coalition has reported a shocking statistic: 109 children are pushed into poverty every single day due to this policy. In recent months, it has been revealed that an additional 30,000 children have been plunged into hardship since Labour took control in July, demonstrating a stark failure in leadership.
As the Government gears up to unveil its new child poverty strategy this spring, voices from the frontlines, including the Child Poverty Action Group (CPAG), have been clear: any attempt to address child poverty will be futile as long as the two-child limit remains intact. CPAG’s chief executive, Alison Garnham, has forcefully stated, "The Government’s child poverty strategy will fall flat on its face unless it scraps the two-child limit," drawing attention to the daily challenges families endure because of this policy.
Several organisations, such as Unicef UK and the National Education Union, alongside food bank associations, have joined the ranks of those urging for the policy's repeal. They argue that selectively applying the two-child limit only serves to deepen the plight of vulnerable families. Last Friday, these groups took decisive action by submitting a letter to the Treasury demanding the immediate overturn of the policy.
The CPAG has calculated that eliminating the two-child limit could instantly lift approximately 350,000 children out of poverty, at an estimated cost of around £2 billion. They assert that this presents a far more pragmatic solution than alternatives such as increasing the child element of universal credit by £17 a week for a cost of £3 billion, or raising the universal credit standard allowance by £25 a week at an eye-watering expense of £8 billion.
With child poverty now at a historic peak, impacting 4.5 million children—a staggering rise from 3.6 million in 2010/11—the need for urgent action could not be more pressing. Predictions indicate that without strong measures, this number could escalate to 4.8 million by 2030.
The government’s response to the growing crisis has been notably lacking, with a focus on creating so-called "well-paid and secure jobs" as the panacea for poverty. A spokesperson called for optimism, asserting, “No one should be living in poverty, and we know that the best route out of poverty for struggling families is well-paid, secure work.” However, these platitudes ring hollow when juxtaposed with the grim realities families are facing day in and day out.
As the debate unfolds, findings from the Child Poverty Action Group emphasize the critical necessity of confronting the fallout from the two-child limit in order to make any tangible progress on child poverty in the UK. Without decisive action, the new government risks compounding the failures of its predecessor, allowing desperation and hardship to grow unchecked in our society.
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