Sadiq Khan faces backlash over politicised Eid message on Gaza conflict
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London's Mayor, Sir Sadiq Khan, has drawn fierce backlash for his recent comments in a video message marking Eid al-Fitr, which strayed into deeply politicised territory regarding the situation in Gaza. In this social media post from March 30, Khan made a sensational claim that "more than 50,000 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza as a result of Israel’s ongoing military campaign, including more than 15,000 children," pulling figures from the contentious Gaza Ministry of Health.
Khan's statement radiated a misplaced sense of pride in London's response, framing these “betrayals of humanity” as a burden on our collective conscience. Yet, this emotionally charged rhetoric fails to account for the complexities of the conflict, painting a one-sided narrative that seeks to vilify Israel while ignoring the violent actions of Hamas, which has faced condemnation in UK law for its terrorist activities.
The Israeli embassy did not hold back in its criticism, pointing out that Khan's failure to mention, let alone condemn, Hamas strikes at the heart of accountability. An embassy spokesperson emphasised, "It is alarming that throughout the message, there is no mention of Hamas or any condemnation of terrorism and a call for the release of 59 hostages that are being held in horrific and inhumane conditions." This eloquently underscores the need for a balanced, truthful discourse rather than one that coddles terrorists while vilifying their victims.
With the accuracy of casualty figures often questioned by the Israeli government—claiming they are frequently inspired by misleading data propagated by Hamas—it is hard to take Khan's numbers at face value. This is a concern that cannot be dismissed easily, particularly with reputable outlets like the BBC and United Nations also questioning the reliability of such reports.
As Eid celebrations take place, Khan endeavored to pay homage to the significant contributions of London’s Muslim communities, categorising them as integral to the city’s identity. Yet one must wonder whether these remarks truly reflect the sentiments of those communities or merely serve his political narrative. The messaging of accountability and truth is crucial now more than ever, especially from those in positions of leadership. Khan must reconsider his role and responsibility to ensure that London represents all its citizens and speaks against violence, instead of echoing divisive rhetoric that further entrenches division and misunderstanding.
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