Concerns raised over Altrincham cycle lane's impact on church attendance
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A vicar in Altrincham, Greater Manchester, has voiced concerns over a newly constructed cycle lane that he believes has critically undermined attendance at his church. Reverend David Murray of St Margaret's Church has noted a staggering decline in worshippers from approximately 100 to just 60 since the installation of the cycle lane in 2023. He highlights that the redesigned road layout, particularly the conversion of Gorsey Lane into a one-way street, adversely affects the elderly members of his congregation who are already struggling to reach the church.
The cycle lane, part of a misguided initiative promoted under the guise of creating safe and attractive routes for cyclists in Greater Manchester, has, in reality, isolated the very community it purports to support. Reverend Murray stated, "People have been getting lost and they’ve said it’s too awkward," indicating that the additional half-mile detour drivers must navigate to access the church car park effectively deters attendance.
This disruption has not only diminished the turnouts at Sunday services but has also forced the cancellation of the church's Sunday School and nursery sessions. Jackie Campbell, a team leader of pastoral care at St Margaret's, reinforced this growing concern by saying, "They wish they could be on a bike or take public transport, but they can't." Given the demographic of the congregation, which is primarily elderly, dependence on car access has never been more vital.
Local authorities, including Trafford Council, have rushed to defend these ill-conceived changes, claiming consultations were held prior to implementation and that signage has been installed to help guide road users. However, the council’s efforts appear to have done little to alleviate the grievances of the congregation, calling into question the supposed benefits of a scheme that overlooks the practical needs of disabled and elderly parishioners.
Amidst this chaos, Conservative councillor Phil Eckersley has begun to sound alarm bells, questioning the wisdom behind such drastic changes and suggesting the road layout may be violating the Equality Act. He remarked, "We should re-evaluate whether the scheme’s benefits truly outweigh the disruption it has caused," echoing concerns that resonate deeply with several frustrated citizens who feel marginalized by the government's prioritization of cycling over community access.
Rev Murray had previously sounded warnings about the cycle lane's potential impact back in 2023, cautioning that the new traffic system could jeopardize the existence of the historic church. He lamented the loss of direct access, stating, "Our bells have been ringing out since the mid-1800s and we've served this community through two world wars. Now we face extinction simply because of a poorly planned traffic scheme that closes access from the A56."
While the church struggles with these new challenges, it is evident that local leaders must consider the broader consequences of their initiatives. A complicating factor arose when Rev Murray and his congregation took part in a petition for improved traffic safety measures, originally instigated by young resident Eleanor Horner, who requested a haven of safety for herself and her peers. This scenario starkly illustrates the disconnection between urban planning decisions and their effects on longstanding community institutions, underscoring the need for a vocal opposition to policies that prioritize misguided ambitions over the welfare of local citizens.
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