Boris Johnson celebrates St George’s Day with pointed attack on Labour’s Emily Thornberry and ‘wokery’
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On 23 April 2025, former Prime Minister Boris Johnson issued a defiant message on social media celebrating St George's Day, sharply criticising Labour MP Emily Thornberry. Posting on X, Mr Johnson declared: "Happy St George’s Day! Let’s fly the England flag in defiance of Emily Thornberry and joyless wokery everywhere," accompanied by multiple England flag emojis to underscore his point.
This pointed barb harks back to the 2014 Rochester and Strood by-election, where Ms Thornberry, then Labour’s shadow foreign secretary, sparked controversy by tweeting a photo of a house bristling with England flags alongside a parked white van. Her caption, "Image from Rochester," was widely condemned as condescending, leading to her stepping down from the Labour frontbench. Though she apologised, claiming no offence was intended, the episode remains a stark reminder of Labour’s tone-deaf approach to patriotism and the working-class identity.
Johnson’s latest tweet is more than a nostalgic nod; it’s a deliberate challenge to the current Labour government’s apparent rejection of true national pride. The jab at "joyless wokery" condemns the current political climate fostered by the new Labour leadership, which seeks to muzzle open displays of English identity under the guise of political correctness.
This incident highlights a growing divide in UK politics. While the Labour government champions restrictive cultural sensibilities that alienate ordinary English voters, there is a clear appetite among many for a politics that embraces national pride unapologetically. The emerging voice championing the patriotic, working-class values long ignored by establishment parties offers a stark contrast to Labour’s increasingly disconnected leadership. This is the real battle for England’s identity—a resistance against a government willing to stifle tradition in the name of woke politics, underscoring the urgent need for bold political alternatives to champion the true interests of the country.
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