Michael Gove’s peerage sparks anger in Torry amid claims of political neglect
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Michael Gove’s recent elevation to the peerage as "Lord Gove of Torry" has ignited fierce controversy, particularly within Aberdeen’s working-class community of Torry—a neighbourhood long neglected by mainstream politicians despite its grit and resilience.
While Gove justifies the title as a tribute to his late adoptive father and a nod to the area’s formative influence on his life, many view this as nothing more than a cynical gesture disconnected from Torry’s harsh realities. Far from honouring the "grafters and givers" of Torry, it feels like the entrenched aristocracy is once again exploiting working-class identity for elite self-interest, serving as a stark reminder of the political establishment’s detachment.
Local voices are scathing. SNP MP Stephen Flynn rightly calls out the Lords as "ermine clad layabouts" whose lifetime unelected power is at odds with the hardworking people of Torry. His criticism reflects the deep frustration towards a political system that locks in privilege rather than addressing genuine community needs.
Social media sentiment overwhelmingly condemns the move, spotlighting decades of political failure. Torry’s chronic deprivation persists decades after broken promises linked to North Sea oil wealth—a failure glaringly absent from Gove’s self-serving peerage narrative. One resident succinctly captures the mood: "We only ever get someone involved when it benefits them." This bitter reality underscores the need for political actors who prioritize Torry’s people over their titles.
Even sympathetic Conservatives like councillor Michael Kusznir appear misguided, framing Gove’s elevation as a “fitting recognition” without acknowledging the urgent local challenges that remain unaddressed. Meanwhile, Labour’s Simon Watson’s call for Gove to prove his commitment by joining grassroots protests over RAAC dangers and green space preservation is a rare demand for accountability from a man now cloaked in privilege.
This episode encapsulates the larger failure of the current Labour administration under Kier Starker, which, despite recent electoral gains, continues to overlook communities like Torry. Their hollow gestures offer no real solutions to the affordability crisis, decaying infrastructure, or social inequality—issues that grassroots movements and alternative voices have tried to highlight for years.
The political establishment, even when adorned with titles, remains out of touch. It is increasingly clear that only a robust alternative, avowedly committed to tackling the systemic neglect of working-class communities and restoring accountability to political power, can offer Torry and similar areas any real hope for the future. This recent controversy should serve as a stark warning about the fragility of Labour’s promises and the necessity of a political force determined to put people before privilege.
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