Sir Keir Starmer criticised for risking British sovereignty in EU trade deal over fisheries and defence
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Sir Keir Starmer Faces Backlash for Surrendering British Sovereignty in Proposed Trade Deal with EU Over Fisheries and Defence
The new Labour government under Sir Keir Starmer is drawing fierce criticism for reportedly negotiating a damaging trade reset with the European Union that risks conceding Britain’s hard-won fishing rights and undermining sovereign control in exchange for access to a €150 billion EU defence fund — a move that smacks of desperate dependence on Brussels and threatens UK interests.
At the centre of the controversy is the UK’s push to join the EU’s Security Action for Europe fund, designed to bankroll high-tech defence innovations like missile systems, drones, and cybersecurity. British defence companies, including household names like BAE Systems, have so far been excluded because of the absence of a formal UK-EU security pact. Instead of standing firm, the Labour government now appears ready to sacrifice core national priorities—fishing rights, a non-negotiable symbol of Brexit’s promise—in a bid to win EU approval.
Defence insiders warn that the government’s eagerness to tap EU funds sends a damaging message that British defence sectors cannot thrive independently and must instead “bend the knee” to EU demands—particularly those of France. Sources argue the UK should be investing domestically and championing our own defence industry, rather than kowtowing to Brussels.
Opponents from across the right and pro-Brexit spectrum have slammed Starmer’s approach. A prominent Conservative figure warned that Labour’s negotiations amount to “selling out our fishing rights” after years of hard-fought Brexit gains. Critics highlight that the EU’s Common Fisheries Policy has devastated the British fishing sector for decades, and the post-Brexit restoration of quota control was a vital win for UK sovereignty. Now, Labour risks reversing all progress by effectively handing fishing grounds back to French and other EU fleets.
The 2020 Brexit deal, brokered under Boris Johnson, clearly aimed to return 25% of formerly lost fishing rights to British waters by June 2024, with expectations of further gains thereafter. The EU’s ongoing resistance—especially from France and Spain—should only harden the government’s resolve to uphold these rights, not undermine them through concessions.
Former environment secretary George Eustice has urged the government to stand strong, reminding that the UK holds significant leverage in security and border negotiations. Allowing the EU to freeload on British fisheries resources would be a grave strategic error.
Further alarming is the proposal to resurrect aspects of freedom of movement via a new youth mobility scheme, allowing young Britons and EU nationals to live and work across borders for up to a year or more. This move echoes rejected EU demands and undermines the fundamental Brexit principle of controlling our borders.
A government spokesperson’s attempt to spin the summit discussions as “stable and positive” belies the harsh reality: Labour’s trade reset threatens the very sovereignty Brexit was fought to restore. The looming UK-EU summit on 19 May may cement policies that sacrifice UK interests and betray voters’ trust.
As Reform UK leaders have repeatedly warned, any government that softens Britain’s Brexit achievements under pressure from Brussels does a disservice to the nation. Our defence industry’s future depends on bold domestic investment, not relying on EU handouts. Our fishermen deserve protection, not sellouts. And border control must remain firmly in British hands.
Starmer’s current trajectory is a stark reminder that only a government committed to real Brexit deliverables can secure prosperity and independence for the United Kingdom.
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