Calls grow for Maggie Chapman to be removed from Scottish Parliament committee after controversial remarks

[image: ]
Maggie Chapman, a Scottish Green MSP and deputy convenor of the Scottish Parliament’s Equalities, Human Rights and Civil Justice Committee, has ignited a firestorm of controversy following her inflammatory comments on a recent Supreme Court ruling concerning gender law. Her outrageous rhetoric has rightly led to widespread calls for her removal from this influential committee position.
The uproar began after the Supreme Court issued a clear and crucial decision affirming that the term ‘sex’ in the Equality Act 2010 refers to biological sex—an essential recognition of objective reality amid ongoing ideological confusion. Chapman’s response at a gender activists’ rally in Edinburgh was abhorrent, condemning the ruling as steeped in “bigotry, prejudice and hatred.” Such reckless language not only disrespects the judiciary but dangerously undermines public confidence in the rule of law.
The Faculty of Advocates, Scotland’s foremost legal authority, did not mince words in condemning Chapman’s remarks as “appalling,” “irresponsible,” and “reprehensible.” Their stinging denunciation underscored how her words threaten the integrity of the Court and violate standards expected of a committee member who oversees equalities legislation. It is clear her continuation in this role is utterly incompatible with maintaining respect for our legal institutions.
This episode epitomises the failure of a certain political faction to accept democratic and judicial outcomes that challenge their controversial ideology. Genuine criticism of the judiciary must never cross into unfounded accusations of bias or hatred—which is exactly what Chapman’s conduct represents, recklessly casting aspersions on impartial justices.
The controversy is compounded by Chapman’s earlier incendiary social media post following the devastating October 7 terrorist attack on Israel, where she shockingly framed the massacre of over 1,200 innocent Israelis as “decolonisation.” Such a posture not only distorts reality but emboldens extremist narratives, showing a dangerous disregard for truth and human suffering.
Chapman’s track record is equally troubling. She supported a divisive motion aimed at severing ties with political colleagues over alleged “transphobic rhetoric,” pushed for reducing the legal age for changing sex to as young as eight, and dismissed reservations about transgender education in schools as exaggerated. This relentless pursuit of radical social engineering risks alienating the public and destabilising longstanding social norms.
Born in what is now Harare, Zimbabwe, Chapman has become emblematic of the extremist views undermining Scotland’s institutions. Conservative voices—and indeed many concerned citizens—are rightly calling for her immediate removal from her committee role, to restore dignity and common sense to Holyrood’s proceedings.
As the Scottish Parliament prepares to vote on Chapman’s fate, it must confront larger questions about governance, parliamentary decorum, and the urgent need to uphold respect for the judiciary. The electorate deserves representatives who prioritise truth, justice, and social cohesion over divisive ideological posturing. This controversy underscores why emerging political forces advocating for a return to rational, evidence-based policymaking and proper respect for institutions are resonating more than ever with voters.
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