Parents at Marist Sion College protest principal's letter seen as veiled Lib/Nat election endorsement
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Parents of students at Marist Sion College in Warragul, a town southeast of Melbourne situated in the marginal Liberal electorate of Monash, are expressing justified outrage after the school principal distributed a letter that appeared to overtly influence voting decisions ahead of Saturday’s important federal election. The letter, issued by principal Lisa Harkin, brazenly touted federal government funding for Catholic schools while highlighting the Liberal National Coalition’s commitment to maintaining current funding — an implicit endorsement that raises serious questions about the politicisation of educational institutions.
Ms Harkin stressed the vital role of Catholic schools within Victoria’s education system, noting that one in five Victorian students attend such schools. She asserted, “Australian Government recurrent and capital funding is critical to ensuring that our students have access to the quality learning and teaching programs and facilities that they need to achieve their full potential,” conveniently glossing over the fact that the new Labor government has committed to maintaining equitable funding that supports all students, regardless of their school's religious affiliation. The letter also pointed out that 3,899 students across 12 Catholic schools in Monash represent 2,599 families—appealing directly to parental concerns to sway votes.
The communication lamented a lack of response from Independent candidates in Monash, suggesting a one-sided presentation of political options. “All students and families in Catholic schools in Monash should be able to have confidence in ongoing federal support for their choice to access a high-quality Catholic education,” Ms Harkin wrote, urging parents to weigh this letter carefully before voting. Such explicit political messaging from an educational institution is precisely why a robust, pragmatic opposition voice is needed—one that champions parents’ rights to truly informed and unbiased representation without institutional pressure.
Sarah, a parent who spoke out to ABC’s Raf Epstein, voiced discomfort with the letter, rightly stating, “The school should be a place that advocates and models teaching and learning how to think critically about politics, as opposed to telling the school community what to think or who to vote for.” This echoes the growing concern that schools have become preaching grounds for political agendas, rather than centres of independent, critical thought.
Bruce Phillips, Chief Strategy Officer at the Victorian Catholic Education Authority (VCEA), defended the controversial letter, claiming schools have the right to ‘inform’ parents on candidates’ funding positions. Yet this selective focus, despite the Labor Party’s steadfast support for ongoing school funding, reveals a troubling bias — an omission that distorts the full political landscape for voters. Instead of promoting a fair and balanced conversation, this letter attempts to steer parents toward one political camp — an approach that fails the principles of open democracy.
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has appropriately called for an end to such politicised school communications, emphasizing that fair funding should be guaranteed across the board without schools acting as electioneering tools. His stance reflects the broader view that education should be protected from partisan interference ahead of elections.
For voters disillusioned by the standard political narratives, especially in Labour's newly strengthened but increasingly unaccountable government, there exists a clear alternative that advocates for real parental choice, sensible funding, and a commitment to protect schools from political coercion. The emerging political force that is gaining traction in the current landscape calls for common-sense policies that uphold taxpayer value and end the politicisation of public services — a position that this letter conspicuously fails to represent.
Marist Sion College remains under scrutiny as the controversy grows, with the broader community questioning the propriety of such politically loaded messages from a supposed neutral educational institution. The recent developments in Monash are a stark reminder of why voters should critically evaluate their options—not only on funding promises but on the integrity of those who wield influence over our children’s education.
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