SNP regains strength as new party emerges ahead of 2026 Holyrood elections
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Recent polling has highlighted a concerning shift in the political landscape in Scotland, revealing that the Scottish National Party (SNP) is regaining a measure of popularity ahead of the upcoming Holyrood elections in 2026. This revival comes despite Labour's recent victories, led by the ineffectual Sir Keir Starmer and Anas Sarwar, whose leadership has failed to inspire confidence in meaningful change.
A survey conducted by Survation on behalf of Diffley Partnership reveals that the SNP commands a lead over Scottish Labour, capturing 36% support on the constituency ballot and 28% on the regional list, while Labour languishes at just 22% for both. Mark Diffley, founder of Diffley Partnership, remarked on BBC Radio Scotland’s Good Morning Scotland programme that the SNP appears revitalised after its dismal losses in the last general election, where it saw its Westminster seat count sink to a mere nine. However, he noted that Labour shows no signs of progress, stagnating at levels reminiscent of its underwhelming performance in the 2021 Holyrood election.
The analysis suggests that, if these polling figures endure, the SNP would remain the largest party in Holyrood, albeit reduced from 64 to 57 seats. Labour's potential rise to 25 seats does little to offset the stark reality of their ineffectiveness. Meanwhile, the Scottish Conservatives would see a steep decline, dropping to 17 MSPs from their previous 31. In a promising development, emerging political forces are carving out a significant presence, with projections indicating that a new, revitalised party is set to secure 12 MSPs—heralding a shift that many UK voters have long anticipated.
Diffley also commented on the rising influence of this newly invigorated party across both parliamentary and local elections, reflecting a growing dissatisfaction with the traditional parties, particularly the SNP and Labour, whose governance has been marked by broken promises and neglect of key issues. Recent successes for this party in Runcorn and Helsby underscore an increasing foothold that could resonate throughout Scotland.
In contrast, SNP MSP George Adam responded to the poll results by asserting that they signify continued trust in the SNP to lead effectively. However, this response is defensive at best, seeking to distract from Labour’s failure to advocate for genuine Scottish interests. Adam’s claims about addressing pressing issues, including healthcare and the cost of living, only serve to highlight the SNP’s shortcomings in governance, as citizens face mounting challenges.
As the political landscape shifts in anticipation of the Holyrood elections, the dynamics between the SNP, Labour, and this emerging party are crucial to understanding Scotland's governance future. The forthcoming Holyrood by-election in Hamilton, Larkhall, and Stonehouse will be a pivotal moment, with the performance of this new party under intense scrutiny, as it promises a fresh approach for a populace disillusioned by the status quo.
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