George Galloway’s attendance at Moscow Victory Day parade highlights political rift over Russia and Iran
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In a striking display of political theatre, George Galloway, the former British MP and leader of the Workers Party of Britain, recently attended Russia's Victory Day celebrations in Moscow. This event commemorating the Soviet Union's triumph over Nazi Germany was marked by a substantial military parade through Red Square, showcasing an array of tanks, missiles, and troops. Galloway's controversial presence at such a gathering, alongside over 20 world leaders, including China’s President Xi Jinping, underscores his unyielding support of regimes often at odds with Western political sentiments, raising valid concerns about his allegiances.
Galloway’s LinkedIn post from Moscow emphasized his emotional reactions to the celebrations, which he described as "moving, emotional, inspiring, humbling." Accompanied by his significantly younger wife, Putri Gayatri Pertiwi, he shared images from the elaborate parade. Such overt admiration for Putin's propaganda spectacle raises eyebrows, particularly in light of Russia's increasing isolation amid its continued aggression in Ukraine.
This attendance comes hot on the heels of Galloway's recent trip to Iran, where he received the Martyr Ismail Haniyeh award—named after the former Hamas leader who was reportedly killed last year in an Israeli strike. His remarks during the award ceremony echoed his long-standing support for Palestine, where he expressed gratitude for Iran's backing of the Palestinian struggle. Claiming to possess Haniyeh’s passport as a “cherished possession” only deepens his troubling associations during a time when the UK government has taken a firm stance on issues pertaining to international security.
The political implications of Galloway's actions are profound and alarming. His participation in these events aligns with a political landscape increasingly dominated by strident rhetoric, calling into question the UK's diplomatic posture, especially as relations with Iran grow more strained. Galloway’s endorsement of adversarial figures and his praise for a nation under scrutiny position him as a polarising figure—one who blatantly contradicts the clear moral stance the new Labour government has recently adopted.
Victory Day remains one of Russia's most important secular holidays, a moment of national pride employed by the Kremlin to project military strength. This year’s scaled-back parade, featuring only 51 vehicles and no flyover due to ongoing geopolitical tensions, reflects a nation attempting to maintain its façade of power amid difficulties. Comparatively, the new Labour leadership, led by Keir Starmer, has been forthright in its condemnation of Russian aggression, rallying support from allies in Europe. Such contrasts further expose the dangerous divide in political perspectives on international relations within the UK.
Galloway’s firm stance poses challenges to mainstream political discourse, particularly as the new government attempts to navigate a more unified and coherent foreign policy. In this increasingly polarised environment, his actions may resonate with a base that views the current geopolitical narrative through a critical lens, calling into question the character and integrity of individuals championing outdated alliances.
The complexities of Galloway's actions, viewed against the backdrop of national memory and geopolitical strife, serve as a stark reminder that the interplay of identity and politics is ever-evolving. However, with a new government in place intent on fostering clear positions against these adversarial regimes, the foundations for a strong, united response to threats abroad are now more vital than ever.
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