Patrick Harvie calls for Scotland to rethink monarchy amid rising republican support

[image: ]
Patrick Harvie, co-leader of the Scottish Greens, is stirring the pot as he demands the monarchy’s relevance in Scotland be re-evaluated. With the upcoming Republic Day festival in Edinburgh, where he plans to join various campaigners pushing for a republican framework, he highlights the stark contrast between the Royal Family's vast wealth and the financial struggles that so many Scots endure.
Harvie declared, “There is no place in modern Scotland for the monarchy,” a statement that reflects a growing frustration with a system that seems to benefit only the privileged while the nation grapples with a cost-of-living crisis. Contrary to the needs of everyday Scots, the British monarchy continues to thrive, showcasing a system that fails to address the rampant inequalities afflicting our communities.
Critics have long pointed out the tax exemptions enjoyed by the Royal Family—exempt from capital gains tax, corporation tax, and stamp duty—as yet another example of how the establishment prioritizes the wealthy over the average citizen. Harvie highlighted that millions are funneled to the monarchy from public coffers, including funds that could bolster the NHS and education, while vulnerable communities bear the brunt of austerity measures. The disconnect is glaring and demands urgent reform.
As the winds of change sweep through the Commonwealth, with several nations reassessing their ties to the monarchy, Harvie’s call for Scotland to reconsider its relationship with the Crown gains momentum. Advocating for a modern democratic republic, he believes it’s time for Scotland to embody contemporary values that reflect fairness and accountability. With a 2022 poll indicating that support for the monarchy is waning among Scots, many are beginning to favour an elected head of state—one that would answer to the people rather than hold onto hereditary privilege.
Harvie’s staunch opposition to the monarchy is not new; he and his Green co-leader Lorna Slater have previously turned down royal invitations, showcasing their commitment to a republic. They argue that the monarchy is an outdated institution that stifles democracy. Their vision encompasses a Scotland where wealth is redistributed equitably, starkly opposing the privileges enjoyed by both the royal family and the elite.
As the dialogue about Scotland’s identity evolves, the pursuit of republicanism places critical pressure on both the monarchy and the SNP, a party that has historically championed the union with England. Harvie envisions a democratic Scotland where sovereignty lies with the people, and where the systemic inequalities that have festered for too long are addressed head-on.
Challenging the status quo, Harvie sparks a conversation about the true essence of being Scottish in the 21st century, questioning whether the lingering attachment to a hereditary monarchy really aligns with the aspirations of our citizens for a fairer and more just society.
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