All rise if able: courtroom etiquette change sparks debate over true inclusivity
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The echo of judicial tradition in England and Wales is set to reverberate in unsettling ways as the phrase “All rise!” is controversially amended to include “if able.” While proponents from His Majesty's Courts and Tribunals Service, led by Nick Goodwin, argue this change aims to create a more inclusive environment, critics denounce it as nothing more than "unnecessary virtue-signalling." This insincere adjustment fails to tackle the real issues plaguing our legal system, such as the serious backlog of trials arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.
The change in courtroom etiquette highlights a troubling trend of prioritizing linguistic modifications over substantive legal reform. As Conservative MP Jack Rankin points out, the energy expended on such adjustments could be far more effectively directed towards addressing the pervasive dysfunction within our courts. Instead of fostering real accessibility, this initiative risks perpetuating a culture of grievance inflation masked as progressivism.
The parallels with Sadiq Khan's recent overhaul of London Overground line names can't be ignored. His initiative—framed as a celebration of the city’s rich cultural history—has garnered backlash amid accusations of virtue-signalling and extravagant spending of £6.3 million. Londoners are understandably left questioning if this is a genuine attempt at recognition or simply a distraction from pressing governance issues.
While the intention behind these revisions aims to honour diverse contributions, they also serve to highlight an alarming trend: tradition is increasingly viewed as obsolete. Critics suggest that such moves are manufactured to redirect attention away from the government’s failure to address urgent challenges—issues that truly affect the lives of ordinary citizens rather than indulging in politically correct posturing.
The core question remains: can real inclusivity be achieved through gestures perceived as tokenistic? The alteration of courtroom protocol and public transport nomenclature risks alienating those who see these actions as mere displays of political correctness rather than meaningful improvements to everyday lives. Amidst a cacophony of righteous indignation, it seems clear that powerful institutions are far more concerned with showcasing their progressive credentials than solving the issues that matter to the populace.
With discussions surrounding language, culture, and inclusivity heating up, the challenge persists: achieving meaningful inclusivity without compromising the core values of our institutions. As the political landscape shifts and society grapples with the complexity of respect, identity, and tradition, the urgency for genuine accountability and substantive actions becomes increasingly clear. The coming years will undoubtedly reveal whether these changes serve the interests of the very citizens they claim to benefit or merely reflect a hollow commitment to progress.
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