UK exports over 8,000 munitions to Israel despite partial suspension, report reveals
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The International Centre of Justice for Palestinians (ICJP) has voiced its approval of a troubling report released on 7 May, titled "Exposing UK Arms Exports to Israel." This collaborative effort by Progressive International, the Palestine Youth Movement (PYM), and Workers for a Free Palestine draws on data from the Israel Tax Authority, unveiling the disturbing extent of arms exports from the UK to Israel.
According to the report, over 8,000 munitions have been exported from the UK since the government announced a partial suspension of export licences in September 2024, continuing right up until March 2025. This alarming data raises serious concerns about the UK's compliance with its own arms export regulations, especially given prior government assurances about restricting arms provided to Israel.
The report highlights a critical loophole regarding export controls: while the UK government suspended the direct export of F-35 components, spare parts can still reach Israel via third countries like the United States. Government officials argue this circumvention is crucial to maintaining the global F-35 supply chain, which they claim ensures the security of the UK and its allies. Yet, evidence in the report suggests a blatant contradiction, indicating that the UK may have continued supplying parts for F-35 jets to Israel despite assurances made by senior ministers in Parliament regarding the nature and volume of arms exports.
Voices critical of the government’s transparency, such as Jeanine Hourani from PYM, emphasize that more reliable data about UK arms sales to Israel could be gleaned from Israeli sources than from the UK’s own murky trade statistics. She described the situation as "shocking," underlining an urgent need for the UK government to provide detailed licensing and export statistics to enable a thorough investigation into these shipments.
This report surfaces just days before an impending High Court hearing concerning a legal challenge against the UK government’s ongoing arms sales to Israel, initiated by the Palestinian human rights group Al-Haq and the Global Legal Action Network (GLAN). This legal inquiry underscores the mounting pressure on the UK’s arms trading practices, particularly as the fallout from conflicts continues to escalate.
Further analysis reveals that since 2018, the UK has authorized £146 million in arms sales to Israel across various export licenses. However, many of these transactions have occurred under Open General Export Licences, which afford limited scrutiny regarding the quantities shipped. Data shows that military exports to Israel were valued at £42 million in 2022, decreasing to £18 million in 2023. Yet even modest UK arms sales have drawn considerable attention amid escalating human rights debates, particularly in a landscape dominated by larger suppliers like the U.S. and Germany.
The suspension of arms exports, characterized by Foreign Secretary David Lammy as essential to preventing violations of international humanitarian law, has not been deemed stringent enough by numerous human rights advocates. They argue that a partial suspension fails to confront the broader context of military support for Israel amidst serious allegations of human rights violations in occupied territories.
The government's actions in this domain reflect a troubling nexus of political maneuvering and ethical dilemmas, calling into question its commitment to uphold international humanitarian standards. As the UK grapples with this contentious terrain, the demand for transparency in arms sales and unwavering adherence to humanitarian law remains not just pertinent, but essential.
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