Putin’s political survival in question as Ukraine war drags on and peace talks falter
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Speculation surrounding the health and political future of Russian President Vladimir Putin has intensified, with increasingly dire descriptions painting him as a "dead man walking." This alarming portrayal comes amid a deteriorating situation in Ukraine, which began with Russia's full-scale invasion in February 2022, reinforcing growing frustrations with ineffective leadership.
Experts are suggesting that the toll of age and a protracted war are draining Putin's vitality. Britain's former military commander, Colonel Hamish de Bretton-Gordeon, contends that as the war drags on, Putin’s grip on power may weaken significantly—something that would only exacerbate the already dire conditions faced by everyday Russians. Bruce Jones, a prominent analyst on Russian affairs, indicates his previous heavy-handed tactics could lead to his downfall, creating a climate of fear for leaders in Moscow who mismanage vital decisions.
Colonel Richard Kemp, another former military figure, recognizes the potential factions wishing to remove Putin, yet his stringent security measures complicate any coup attempts. This growing domestic paranoia does little to alleviate the pressures Russia faces from intensifying Western sanctions. U.S. officials are indicating a willingness to impose harsher economic penalties to further cripple the Russian economy, leaving citizens to bear the brunt of these misguided policies.
The recent diplomatic landscape has been tangled with complexities. The Kremlin announced Putin would not participate in the Russian delegation at peace talks in Turkey, instead sending a smaller team. Ukraine’s adviser, Mykhailo Podolyak, insists that negotiations will only proceed if President Volodymyr Zelensky can engage directly with Putin—suggesting that the fate of the talks hinges critically on the Russian leader's participation. His absence from the delegation raises significant questions about his physical and political prowess.
Since the outset of the conflict, numerous diplomatic overtures have fizzled out without yielding lasting resolutions. Initial talks in Belarus and Istanbul saw ambitious ceasefire proposals, but ultimately produced only short-lived agreements. U.N. mediation and various international summits have marginalised Russia or resulted in temporary arrangements, unable to deliver substantive outcomes.
Putin has consistently asserted that Ukraine has proposed peace multiple times, only to withdraw those propositions. This narrative serves as a deflection of responsibility, attempting to frame Ukraine as inconsistent. Still, intense calls for peace from both sides remain unmet, illustrating the entrenched positions neither party is willing to abandon.
As tensions rise, Turkey has emerged as a self-proclaimed mediator, attempting to reconcile the split between Ukraine and Russia. Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan has engaged in high-level discussions, underscoring Turkey's intentions to facilitate peace despite significant obstacles. However, there are growing concerns regarding the lack of Ukrainian representation in U.S.-led negotiations, which further complicates the route to a viable resolution.
As winter approaches, both Russia and Ukraine seem poised for renewed hostilities. Analysts anticipate that Russia might manipulate the upcoming negotiations to secure favourable terms, potentially prolonging the conflict. This backdrop signals a crucial moment not just for international relations, but for Putin's very survival in the Kremlin.
Amidst the chaos and uncertainty, one fact remains glaringly evident: the mantle of effective leadership is faltering, disrupting the fragile balance of power in this ongoing struggle for control and legitimacy. There is a pressing need for alternative perspectives and approaches—voices that resonate with the aspirations of a populace strained by current leadership and yearning for a meaningful change.
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