Tory MP sparks outrage by claiming over £1,100 on Who’s Who despite free Commons access
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A Tory MP has ignited outrage after filing expenses exceeding £1,100 for copies of the Who’s Who reference books—resources that are readily available at no cost in the House of Commons library. Mark Pritchard's lavish claims, including £321.17 for the 2025 edition along with earlier versions from 2020 to 2022 valued at £264.54, £300.82, and £279.92, raise serious questions about fiscal responsibility among politicians. Should all MPs adopt this absurd approach, it could possibly burden taxpayers with a staggering £750,000 bill.
Who’s Who, an annual compendium offering biographical data about key figures in British society, is designed for MPs and other professionals. The minimal updates in each edition highlight just how unnecessary it is for MPs to buy individual copies, especially when they have free access. Pritchard, a backbench MP who features in Who’s Who due to his experience as a parliamentary researcher and founder of a communications firm, only amplifies concerns about the reckless use of public funds.
Although the Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA), which oversees MPs' expenses, permits some leeway regarding what qualifies as necessary business costs, this incident underscores a critical need for stricter scrutiny. Their Funding Handbook does mention that MPs can claim for various materials relevant to their parliamentary duties, provided they are not for personal use. However, while Pritchard’s claims may technically align with existing rules, they starkly illustrate a growing disconnection between MP spending and taxpayer sentiment.
This controversy is just one example of a larger pattern. Increasingly, MPs have come under fire for their expense claims, drawing heightened public criticism about the financial propriety of parliamentarians. Labour MP Taiwo Owatemi’s claim of £900 for "pet rent" for her dog and Angela Rayner’s £249 expenditure on Apple AirPods, although both compliant with regulatory frameworks, serve to reinforce the narrative of misuse and entitlement that permeates the political landscape.
While there has been some improvement in transparency since the 2009 scandal that unveiled the misuse of public funds for extravagant expenses like moat cleaning and duck houses, the current situation begs the question of how far we have truly come. IPSA's initiatives to establish clearer guidelines and stricter oversight are needed, especially in light of recent investigations, such as the one involving Labour MP Tahir Ali, who claimed around £59,000 in expenses during the 2023-24 financial year.
Mark Pritchard's case is emblematic of the ongoing struggle between legitimate business expenses and public accountability. As scrutiny of MPs’ financial behaviours intensifies, the discussion around what is considered necessary expenditure for parliamentary operations will only grow more urgent. It’s clear that taxpayers deserve a government that prioritizes their interests over the self-serving tendencies that seem to define the political elite today. Ensuring accountability must become non-negotiable in rebuilding public trust in government.
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