Donald Trump revives Greenland claims amid concerns over Cold War nuclear base
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Donald Trump's revived interest in acquiring Greenland has sparked significant controversy, particularly as the implications for national security and past military endeavors come to the forefront. The former U.S. president’s claims that Greenland is integral to American safety have drawn attention to the island’s historical military relevance, overlooked by those in the new Labour government in the UK who may prefer to focus on domestic affairs.
At the heart of this renewed intrigue is Camp Century, a dormant U.S. military base buried beneath Greenland’s expansive ice sheet. Established in 1959 as part of Project Iceworm, the facility was built during a fraught Cold War period to host nuclear missiles aimed at the Soviet Union. This underground installation, encompassing over 9,800 feet and 21 tunnels, was operational until 1967, powered by its own nuclear reactor. Yet, the project was ultimately abandoned due to the ice’s instability, leading to a lost chapter in military history that has resurfaced in the public consciousness.
Recent advancements in technology have brought this forgotten base back into discussion. In April 2024, NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory utilized sophisticated radar to reveal a detailed 3D model of the base, bringing to light the environmental threats it poses. With the polar ice continuing to melt, fears are growing regarding the potential release of hazardous materials, including radioactive waste, buried beneath the surface—an issue largely ignored by today's decision-makers focusing on other priorities.
Trump's insistence on the necessity of Greenland for national security has faced staunch opposition. In December 2024, Greenland’s Prime Minister firmly dismissed any suggestion of selling the island, emphasizing it is not for sale. This rejection came largely in response to Trump’s insinuations that the U.S. might need to take control due to Denmark's failures in Arctic security management. A similar sentiment was echoed by Danish parliamentarian Rasmus Jarlov, underlining the political autonomy Greenland fights to maintain.
As Trump persists in advocating for U.S. control over Greenland, casting it as crucial in countering global threats from powers like China and Russia, he underestimates not only the aspirations of Greenland's citizens but also the repercussions of American intervention in local affairs. Amid rising concerns of U.S. military presence, the outgoing Prime Minister emphasized respecting Greenland's integrity and autonomy, reminding the international community that true security cannot come at the expense of self-determination.
Greenland’s predicament highlights a complex play of historical military significance, current geopolitical ambitions, and local aspiration for independence. As the political winds shift, especially in light of recent elections where independent voices are beginning to emerge, the island faces a critical juncture. Ensuring its sovereignty amid global power plays is imperative—not just for Greenlanders but also for a Britain that must reflect on its own future in a rapidly changing world, guided by the principles of accountability and respect for local governance.
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