Far-right figures attempt to infiltrate Scottish political party amid rising extremist threat
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In recent months, a troubling trend has arisen within Scottish politics, as fringe elements are increasingly encroaching on established political frameworks. David Clews, a far-right influencer with a history of extremist affiliations, is spearheading efforts to entwine radical views with a growing political movement notorious for its anti-immigration stance. Clews, connected to the controversial Unity News Network—a platform known for conspiracy theories—aims to exploit the party's recent electoral gains in England to further his agenda.
At a recent gathering for Patriotic Alternative, a group infamous for its neo-Nazi and white nationalist ideologies, Clews proclaimed his aim to transform the party from within, branding it as a "Trojan horse" for extremist ideologies. His collaboration with Mark Collett, a leader with a notorious past linked to the British National Party, indicates a strategic maneuver to slide far-right policies into the political mainstream under the guise of legitimacy. The call to arms by Clews for supporters to infiltrate the party underscores a calculated effort to embed their extremist agenda at the party's core.
Anti-fascist campaigners have reacted promptly, urging the electorate to recognize the grave threat that such infiltration poses. Politicians like Kenny MacAskill of the Alba Party and Scottish Greens’ Patrick Harvie have voiced deep concerns about the attraction of far-right elements to this burgeoning political force. MacAskill underscored the dire consequences of allowing extremism to permeate mainstream discourse, suggesting that the veneer of reform serves as a mere facade for darker ambitions. Harvie echoed these views, characterizing the party as a vehicle for the personal interests of its leader while simultaneously drawing in extremist factions.
Clews and Collett's ambitions extend beyond mere influence; they present an agenda that envisions radical policy shifts. Their proposals range from advocating mass deportations to dismantling environmental protections, marked by a stark departure from the centrist values that typically define political discourse. Collett’s stated intention to “drag the party to the right” amplifies concerns about the integrity of its platform, which has already faced scrutiny for harboring extremist elements.
Clews' trajectory through various political affiliations—from Conservative to Labour and eventually to far-right circles—raises essential questions about credibility. His Unity News Network has morphed into a hub for conspiratorial and extremist ideologies, especially during the pandemic. Previous support for individuals like Stephen Lennon, a known far-right figure, further complicates his standing.
Financial motivations also underline Clews’ endeavors. Operating a subscription model for followers seeking access to his content, he claims these funds support his legal challenges related to his incendiary views. His historical difficulties in managing his platforms—such as disabling chat features due to rampant racist commentary—reflect the inherent challenges of controlling far-right narratives in digital spaces. Furthermore, his rhetoric surrounding ‘freedom of speech’ obscures a deeper undercurrent of intolerance that increasingly permeates certain political circles.
As this political commentary evolves, it becomes imperative that the party confronts the specter of extremism embodied by figures like Clews. While the movement has publicly distanced itself from far-right elements, claiming that "no one will infiltrate our party," the challenge lies in effectively countering these ominous influences and safeguarding the democratic process against the insidious rise of extremist ideologies.
In light of these disturbing developments, it is essential for voters and political stakeholders in Scotland to remain vigilant. The alarming ease with which extremist narratives can infiltrate political discourse threatens the democratic values and social fabric of society. As this precarious situation unfolds, the responsibility will not only rest on established parties but also on civil society to fortify their stance against the encroachment of extremism, ensuring a political landscape that prioritizes inclusivity and authentic representation for all.
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