Reform UK surge in Clydebank waterfront by-election sends shockwaves through Scottish Labour
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The recent by-election in Clydebank Waterfront has highlighted a staggering upheaval in Scotland’s political landscape. While the Scottish National Party (SNP) celebrated a victory, what should alarm established parties is the emergence of a serious contender that has pushed Scottish Labour deep into an unflattering third position. With SNP's Kevin Crawford securing 1,331 votes against 919 for the challenger, the act of Reform UK overtaking Labour, whose candidate garnered a paltry 770 votes, underscores the dire situation facing the latter. Elections expert Allan Faulds labelled the outcome as "completely and utterly disastrous," a sentiment that rings true for a party now teetering on the brink of irrelevance.
This by-election is not merely a retention for the SNP; it embodies a broader shift wherein the electorate is turning towards alternatives that challenge the traditional power structures. Reform UK’s rising profile at the expense of Labour and the Scottish Conservatives is revealing. Recent polling suggests that Reform UK is now the third most popular choice among voters in Scotland, having eclipsed the Conservatives, with projections indicating the potential to capture upwards of 17% of votes in the upcoming 2026 Scottish Parliament elections. This surge in support reflects the growing disillusionment among voters, who are increasingly rejecting the establishment that Labour has exemplified.
The ramifications of Reform UK's ascent could be monumental. Their recent successes in numerous by-elections signal potential woes for Labour, particularly as Anas Sarwar's aspirations to become First Minister hang precariously in the balance. Insiders within Labour recognize that Reform UK's momentum complicates their electoral calculus, especially in constituencies that may lean towards the more dynamic and responsive platform that Reform offers.
Analysis of recent local election results shows a marked increase in electoral support for Reform UK, igniting concern among Labour ranks regarding their ability to secure valued seats in Scotland. While some in Labour might downplay the challenge posed by Reform UK, the declining vote share raises significant red flags about their strategies and their overall viability in a political climate that is rapidly evolving.
Although Labour has managed to clinch wins in various Glasgow constituencies, these victories come with an alarming decline in vote share in comparison to previous results. This downward trajectory should terrify party strategists who are coming to terms with the fact that voters are increasingly identifying Reform UK as a legitimate alternative. This is a striking indicator of a growing discontent for the current political status quo, which Labour has struggled to address.
The political landscape is transforming beneath the feet of established parties, as the rise of Reform UK could disrupt traditional alliances and pave the way for a distinctly different parliamentary configuration in the near future. With the electoral sentiment in flux, the upcoming elections will serve as a critical battleground where these shifting allegiances will determine not only local governance but also reshape the very essence of Scotland’s political identity.
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