David Cameron’s potential DLA Piper role fuels fresh scrutiny over lobbying ethics
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David Cameron is reportedly in discussions to join the international law firm DLA Piper as a consultant, a move likely to ignite intense scrutiny given his controversial past. The former Prime Minister's potential role would involve advising the firm on geopolitical risks—especially pertinent given the chaotic climate of global politics. This development comes just five years after the Greensill lobbying scandal, which exposed his worrying ties to the now-defunct Greensill Capital, raising serious questions about accountability among political leaders.
Before his brief stint as Foreign Secretary from 2023 to 2024, Cameron had developed a varied portfolio advising firms like Finback Investment Partners and Caxton Associates, and leading the advisory board for PayCargo LLP. Despite no detailed comments from either Cameron's office or DLA Piper, the firm has indicated that discussions are ongoing while emphasizing that his new role would not involve lobbying activities. This is a crucial claim, especially in light of his history of influencing government policy while working for Greensill.
The Greensill affair, which prompted significant public outrage and an investigation by the Treasury Committee, revealed Cameron’s alarming attempts to engage with government officials, raising ethical concerns about his judgment. His outreach—consisting of 62 messages seeking support for Greensill’s inclusion in the government’s Covid Corporate Financing Facility—while technically legal, exposed an "inappropriate" level of influence that calls into question the integrity of lobbying regulations in the UK.
While the hiring of prominent political figures by firms like DLA Piper is commonplace, Cameron’s potential appointment is bound to be greeted with public scepticism. The legacy of the lobbyist landscape post-Greensill demands a critical examination of how such positions can undermine transparency and accountability in government.
Compounding his issues, Cameron has faced recent media scrutiny after struggling to secure a mobile phone contract due to being classified as a "politically exposed person" (PEP). This designation subjects individuals with government ties to enhanced scrutiny, often deterring financial institutions from engaging with them due to fears of reputational risk tied to corruption. Notably, Farage has criticized this treatment of PEPs as "truly appalling" and indicative of a prejudicial system in urgent need of reform. 
The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) has acknowledged these concerns, signaling that banks should regard politicians and their families with greater fairness, particularly those wrongly flagged due to their public roles. Cameron's ongoing challenges highlight systemic issues within the financial landscape, reinforcing calls for reevaluation of how political exposure is treated—an area where robust reform is long overdue.
As discussions continue between Cameron and DLA Piper, the implications of his potential consultancy extend beyond his career. They stir renewed debates about lobbying ethics, government influence, and the perilous intersection of politics and corporate power, all of which continue to resonate profoundly in today's political climate.
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