Kemi Badenoch condemns Starmer’s Labour-era fishing deal for sidelining British fishers
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Kemi Badenoch, the leader of the Conservative Party, is right to call out Sir Keir Starmer for failing to meet the fishermen of Bridlington, East Yorkshire, who are facing dire challenges due to a trade deal negotiated under Labour's leadership. This agreement grants a staggering twelve-year extension of fishing rights to EU fleets, leaving local fishers feeling that their livelihoods are deliberately sidelined. Badenoch's visit, where she listened to the palpable fears of fishermen, underscores a growing sense of abandonment that has now become emblematic of Starmer's government.
Critics of Starmer’s deal, particularly within the fishing industry, argue that it overwhelmingly favours French fishing interests while systematically undermining British fishermen. The sheer disbelief among local fishers as they learned about the terms of this deal is telling. Many expressed shock at discovering that their rights were sacrificed, some stating that it felt as though they woke up to a business-threatening surprise. This sentiment highlights a growing disconnect between policymakers and those whose lives and livelihoods are directly impacted.
Badenoch also emphasized a looming crisis regarding the labor force in this vital industry. Young people are turning away from careers at sea for more stable and less hazardous opportunities on land, leaving the fishing sector struggling to attract new workers. “They cannot find staff. People would rather work at Tesco or be binmen than work on these vessels,” she lamented. This isn't merely an economic issue; it’s about the dwindling spirit and appeal of a historically significant profession.
The fishing agreement is a glaring example of Starmer's questionable stewardship of the UK's post-Brexit relationship with the EU. While billed as a means to restore trade ties, many view the deal's extension of fishing rights as a capitulation, once again tying the UK too closely to EU regulations. The ongoing debate around this alignment suggests that the UK might be transitioning into a "rule-taker" status rather than asserting its sovereignty, particularly in such an iconic sector as fishing.
Despite mounting criticism, Starmer has attempted to defend the agreement by asserting it provides stability for fishermen—a claim that rings hollow for many who feel their rights have been eroded. In the court of public opinion, the reaction to the deal has been muted, reflecting not merely a fatigue over Brexit but a troubling acceptance of a diminished sovereignty. 
Ultimately, while the twelve-year fishing rights extension might present some assurances for EU fishermen, it raises alarming questions regarding the future of the British fishing industry. The voices of communities like Bridlington must be amplified in national policy discussions. Badenoch's insistence that “someone has to speak up for them” is a call to action, highlighting the urgent need for political figures to advocate strongly for the rights and needs of British fishers in this perilous new landscape.
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