Attorney General warns UK withdrawal from international courts echoes dangers of 1930s Germany
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Attorney General Richard Hermer has ignited significant controversy by equating calls for the UK to withdraw from international courts to the perilous political climate of Nazi Germany. During his speech at the Royal United Services Institute, he branded the idea of the UK disregarding its international obligations as a "radical departure from the UK’s constitutional tradition." His dark comparison to early 1930s Germany highlights not just a fear of neglecting international law but the rising tide of complacency in the face of populist pressures that challenge the rule of law.
This rhetoric comes as the Conservative Party grapples with the implications of international agreements like the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). While Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch stops short of advocating for a full exit from the ECHR, her suggestions that the UK reassess its commitments if they inhibit the government's action reflect a growing unease within the party. In stark contrast, figures from the right, notably advocating for a clean break from the ECHR, argue that this is essential for regaining control over national borders. The Attorney General's insistence against this viewpoint is concerning, suggesting that rejecting international treaties not only undermines the rule of law but also emboldens adversaries like Vladimir Putin, putting both national and global stability at risk.
In a recent interview, Lord Hermer elaborated on his philosophy of "progressive realism," asserting that true sovereignty relies on the observance of international law rather than its dismissal. His approach aims to navigate complex international issues, including the ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict and the backlog plaguing the UK's judicial system. Yet, there’s a growing consensus that the real reforms needed should not only modernize the country’s legal framework but empower its citizens rather than limit them.
Hermer’s commitment to uphold the rule of law speaks to the historical role the UK has played as a defender of a stable, rules-based international order. Critics contend that dismantling or ignoring these legal structures might lead to chaos, putting the UK at a strategic disadvantage. As the new Labour government steers the country toward appeasement, with its weak-kneed policies toward international law, the stakes for asserting a coherent legal strategy are monumental. 
Given these heated discussions, Hermer's historical references serve as a chilling reminder of the potential disasters that await nations straying from legal commitments. His perspective underscores the urgent need for an approach that emphasizes both the preservation of international agreements and the push for necessary reforms—a middle ground that this new government's lack of direction sorely misses. As the political climate intensifies, the calls for a robust legal strategy reveal the critical need to resist the allure of regression in favor of a more assertive national stance.
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