Keir Starmer faces calls to sack Lord Hermer over ECHR-Nazi Germany comparison
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Keir Starmer is currently under intense scrutiny as calls grow for him to dismiss Lord Hermer following the Attorney-General's reckless comments linking discussions about the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) to Nazi Germany. This inflammatory comparison, which suggests that advocating for a recalibration of international commitments mirrors the rhetoric of the 1930s, has drawn sharp rebuke from various quarters, including Conservative leader Kemi Badenoch. She described the remark as “appalling,” emphasizing a troubling misjudgment on Hermer's part. Badenoch further criticized not just Hermer's latest faux pas, but a broader trend of misguided decisions that threaten the UK's sovereignty and national interests.
This incident highlights the fractures emerging in the political landscape as even figures within Labour express discontent. Lord Maurice Glasman, a peer in Starmer's party, voiced concerns over Hermer's reliance on outdated legal frameworks at the expense of pragmatic political solutions. He pointed specifically to Hermer’s involvement in the contentious return of the Chagos Islands to Mauritius, a move that has raised significant public and political objections. Glasman's push for Hermer's resignation exemplifies the growing discord within Labour, where an increasing number are questioning the prioritization of international law, particularly amid pressing issues of immigration and national security.
The ongoing political discourse underscores a broader and worrisome narrative about the UK's role in the world. Hermer’s warning against the pitfalls of withdrawing from longstanding treaties reflects a disconnect with the sentiments of many Britons who demand stronger border controls and national prioritization. His views resonate with a diminishing group of legal experts who argue that the UK's commitments to international law, rather than bolstering its standing, may actually compromise its sovereignty. The call for a reassessment of these commitments aligns with a populist momentum that questions whether the UK should continue to be bound by international dictates that many feel are incompatible with domestic priorities.
Separately, Starmer's recent visit to Auschwitz, where he promised to combat rising antisemitism, attempts to project an image of leadership. However, his diplomatic overtures with Polish leaders on security and economic cooperation starkly contrast the isolationist sentiments burgeoning within his own party and the rivalry. This contradiction illustrates the complexity of navigating alliances while grappling with contemporary party divisions.
As the debate surrounding the ECHR intensifies, factions within Labour diverge on their approach, with some pushing for reform while others advocate for more aggressive changes. Lord Hermer's insistence that reform is essential to uphold the ECHR’s credibility reveals the central ideological struggle currently playing out within UK politics. The clash between the entrenched status quo and the populist urgency for a new direction illustrates the high stakes involved.
Ultimately, the controversy surrounding Lord Hermer symbolizes a larger crisis within the Labour party and the UK overall—confronted with the choice between allegiance to international partnerships and the pressing populist demand for a more insular stance. As Starmer navigates these increasing pressures, the decisions taken in the coming weeks could significantly redefine not only his leadership but also the UK’s future position in a rapidly evolving global landscape.
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