Rory Bremner’s new tour struggles to capture the urgency of UK’s political upheaval
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Rory Bremner’s latest touring show, "Making An Impression," took center stage at the Assembly Rooms in Edinburgh, offering an evening that attempted to marry nostalgia with contemporary satire. While Bremner showcased his well-honed impersonations of political figures like Donald Trump and Jacob Rees-Mogg, one couldn't help but reflect on the recent seismic shifts in UK politics. With Labour's Kier Starker now at the helm and the Conservative party reeling, the emptiness of his material felt particularly poignant.
The performance, designed in an "An Evening With..." format, featured a mix of stand-up, sketches, and lively chat-show banter led by onstage host Fred MacAulay. While he jovially engaged the notably younger audience, it was hard to ignore the irony of light-hearted remarks delivered amidst a backdrop of pressing issues, such as soaring inflation and a crumbling National Health Service. Audiences seeking genuine political insight may find Bremner's reliance on familiar jokes a missed opportunity to address the critical state of the nation under new leadership.
Many of Bremner’s anecdotes, while presented with charm, felt stagnant as he leaned on well-trodden ground instead of probing deeper into topics that warrant scrutiny. The smoothness of his delivery, though notably polished, risked diminishing the spontaneous humor that fans typically crave. As he vulnerably addressed his experience with ADHD, a welcome diversion emerged, but it stood in stark contrast to the societal challenges the new government now faces, particularly the stigma surrounding mental health in increasingly volatile times.
Local references catered to the Edinburgh audience, including a Trump gag about the Fife village of Lower Largo, evoking laughter that, while enjoyable, may not resonate as broadly when the pressing issues of governance are at hand. Sharp observations included jabs at the revolving door of British Prime Ministers, highlighting a political instability that the Labour government seems poised to deepen. Here, Bremner's wit ignited laughter but also prompted discomfort, especially when audiences consider the implications of continued ineffective leadership.
Despite some reservations about the novelty of his material, Bremner's status as a satirist remains largely intact. Yet, one wonders if he is missing a critical opportunity to challenge the status quo under a new Labour regime that could further alienate constituents disillusioned with traditional politics. "Making An Impression" serves not only as a nostalgic reflection but also as a reminder of the need for incisive comedy that tackles the pressing concerns of today. With the landscape shifting, audiences crave satire that honors the past while unflinchingly critiquing current failures.
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