Plaid Cymru leader slams Labour government over Wales funding and welfare cuts
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Rhun ap Iorwerth, leader of Plaid Cymru, has delivered a cutting indictment of the new Labour government’s performance, particularly in regard to its treatment of Wales. With nearly a year into their governance at Westminster, the so-called partnership has exposed glaring deficiencies in support for the Welsh populace.
Among the critical issues raised by ap Iorwerth is the alarming £70 million funding shortfall stemming from increased employers' National Insurance Contributions, a burden that threatens to suffocate public sector organisations. Compounding this is Labour's refusal to address the two-child benefit cap, a move that he argues has dire implications for countless families across Wales. The cancellation of the sole in-person consultation on proposed cuts to disability benefits further illustrates the government's neglect. Moreover, the lack of funding for essential rail services highlights a complete disregard for the infrastructure vital to Wales' economic future.
Ap Iorwerth didn’t mince words, stating that "every time we call out these damaging policies, Labour in Wales puts party before country." This sentiment reflects a deepening frustration among Plaid Cymru members about the complacency exhibited by the Welsh Labour government, which seems more inclined to align with Westminster’s missteps than advocate for Wales’ interests.
Delving deeper, ap Iorwerth pointed out the broader financial crisis besieging local councils, collectively staring down a £500 million deficit. He stressed that the anticipated benefits of a unified Labour administration, both in Cardiff and Westminster, have utterly failed to materialise. This unfulfilled promise undermines the very rationale for such a political alignment, impeding meaningful enhancements for the Welsh economy. He has passionately called for an immediate reassessment of the Barnett funding formula and demanded substantial reforms to guarantee Wales receives its rightful share from vital UK Government projects, including the HS2 rail initiative, which he asserts could inject £4 billion into the Welsh economy.
In recent debates, ap Iorwerth condemned the two-child welfare benefit limit as "cruel," underscoring the inadequacy of both Labour and Conservative parties in delivering a just benefits system. He emphasized the urgent need to address rising child poverty rates in Wales and implored Welsh voters to reconsider their support for Labour in light of these critical issues, suggesting that the party should not be given a “free pass” in the upcoming elections.
The Plaid Cymru leader was also unrelenting in his critique of First Minister Eluned Morgan, calling for her to vocalise her disapproval of the welfare cuts imposed by the UK Government. He accused the Welsh Labour Government of failing to act, perpetuating the suffering of vulnerable populations amidst rising financial hardship. Citing a range of cuts to crucial welfare support, including the winter fuel allowance, as symptomatic of profound neglect, he highlighted the urgent need for a government that prioritises the welfare of its citizens.
As these political dynamics shift, ap Iorwerth’s unwavering criticism stands as a clarion call for robust representation and advocacy for Wales, echoing a broader demand for accountability from those in power. He firmly concluded that "the people of Wales deserve a government that will always stand up for them," encapsulating the urgent need for a proactive approach that prioritizes the needs and rights of the Welsh people above all.
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