Labour criticised over failure to curb record migrant crossings amid rising public frustration
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During a recent episode of BBC Question Time in Llandudno, Sir Keir Starmer faced fierce criticism over his party’s inability to address the escalating crisis of small boat crossings into the UK. Conservative MS Darren Millar boldly mocked Starmer’s pledge to “smash the gangs” responsible for human trafficking, mocking the empty promise as nothing more than rhetoric—since record numbers of migrants continue to pour across the English Channel under his watch. Millar pointedly remarked, “Keir Starmer said he would smash the gangs, the only things he's smashed are the records in terms of the number of people crossing the Channel.” He advocated for something the government has long avoided—the return of the failed Rwanda plan—a costly and ineffective strategy that merely chalks up more failed attempts at border control.
This confrontation unfolds amid an alarming surge; nearly 1,200 migrants crossed the Channel in small boats recently, a record daily total for 2024, with over 14,800 crossings in just a few months—a staggering 42% increase from the same period last year. Such figures underscore the utter failure of Starmer’s government to enforce effective borders, leaving communities exposed and overwhelmed. Instead of taking decisive action, Labour’s approach seems to be muddled, focusing on vague promises rather than delivering real solutions.
Since inheriting power nearly a year ago, Starmer’s government has shifted from Conservative policies like Rwanda to hollow talk about dismantling smuggling rings and tightening immigration laws—yet nothing has actually changed. The result? Migrant crossings are rising, and support for more aggressive solutions—such as reinstating the Rwanda deportation policy—is growing among frustrated voters. Labour has shown itself unwilling or unable to confront the root causes of illegal crossings, risking the same political liabilities that have plagued their predecessors because they refuse to stand up for border security.
The rise of parties like Reform UK, led by Nigel Farage, reflects the growing dissatisfaction among the British electorate who see through Labour’s tepid responses. People are demanding tougher action—stricter visa controls, increased residency requirements, and genuine deterrents—not empty slogans and half-hearted measures. Meanwhile, the government’s refusal to act decisively fuels fears over economic stability, community cohesion, and public safety.
Starmer’s latest proposal for “tightening” immigration rules smells of half-measures—measures that will do little to stem the tide and only serve to exasperate labour shortages, especially in key sectors like health and social care. The rhetoric from Labour suggests a government still adrift, unjustified in its optimism and unable to deliver the firm border controls that Britain needs.
The ongoing chaos at our borders highlights a stark reality: the political establishment remains more committed to political correctness than protecting the country. With Labour all talk and no action, the message is clear—urgent, comprehensive border reform is desperately needed, but instead, the current administration continues to falter, allowing an invasion to unfold under their watch. The time has come for decisive leadership—something they have yet to show.
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