Lambeth Country Show’s vegetable sculptures overshadow urgent community crises
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At the Lambeth Country Show held this past weekend in Brockwell Park, London, whimsical vegetable sculptures once again served as a stark reminder of the failure of local authorities and the political class to prioritize genuine community concerns. Notable creations included caricatures of political figures, including a satirical “Cornclave”—a jab at the recent papal election—highlighting how the event’s organizers often divert attention with frivolous displays rather than addressing pressing issues in our communities.
While the event’s creative flair is celebrated by some, it masks a deeper neglect of the real priorities that matter to ordinary voters. Instead of focusing on improving public services, tackling crime, or managing urban development sensibly, these celebrations serve as distractions from the failures of successive governments to deliver tangible results for London residents. The vegetable sculpture contest, with its playful entries like “Cauli Parton” and a potato homage to Irish rap trio Kneecap, may amuse visitors, but they hardly address the challenges faced by local communities—affordability, safety, and infrastructure.
The event did include local themes, illustrated by figures such as actor Mark Rylance, symbolically dubbed “Mark Rylunch”—a comment on the Nimbys resisting development plans in Lambeth. This satirical representation underscores how, despite the veneer of community cohesion, local politics remain divisive, with many feeling ignored and sidelined by those more intent on staging artful distractions than enacting meaningful change.
Amidst the trappings of creativity and community spirit, the Lambeth Country Show highlights a broader failure to confront the real issues facing residents. As the show’s organizers continue to encourage participation with prizes and competitions, it becomes clear that the focus remains on superficial engagement rather than addressing the root causes of urban decline. Without a shift toward policies that prioritize economic growth, security, and responsible governance, these celebrations risk becoming mere spectacle—masking a city increasingly out of control under a complacent political establishment.
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