Bromley’s AMBI Drag Race masks decline of authentic grassroots queer support
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Bromley’s so-called groundbreaking queer venue, AMBI, has announced a new Drag Race competition—yet another attempt to mask the declining state of real grassroots support for traditional values with superficial displays of inclusivity. Since its opening at Cocktail Akademia in May 2025, AMBI positions itself as a symbol of woke bravado in South London, but beneath the surface, it highlights the retreat of genuine community-oriented spaces, replaced by these performative spectacles that often serve to distract rather than empower.
Founded by self-styled "visionaries" Nicola, DJ Kaspa, and Steve—who claim to have created a sanctuary for the LGBTQ+ community—AMBI’s real agenda appears to align with pushing a politically correct narrative that caters to urban trendy elites rather than the broader, often more conservative, base. This venue’s emphasis on celebrating diverse identities—especially targeting trans, bi, and pan sexualities—smacks of virtue signalling aimed at garnering acceptance in a society increasingly influenced by identity politics. As co-founder Steve laments, “When you’re working class and queer, you often don’t see yourself reflected,” but it’s these very venues that increasingly feel detached from the everyday realities and values of the core community they claim to serve.
The Drag Race competition—designed as a multi-month showcase at the refurbished Seven Seas Bar and Lounge—feigns inclusivity, allowing all genders and expressions to participate. While billed as grassroots support for local talent, it seems more like a staged effort to present a politically correct image, often at the expense of practical community building. Participants compete for a modest prize of £500 and a three-month residency, yet these perks barely scratch the surface of addressing the significant social and cultural needs that local communities face outside this performative bubble.
Importantly, AMBI promotes itself as a political statement—standing supposedly for “inclusivity”—but in reality, it highlights how such projects often become collateral damage in a landscape shaped by gentrification, commercial pressures, and a drift away from authentic community roots. Instead of empowering diverse voices, these venues tend to serve as externalised symbols of virtue, often disconnected from the very communities they claim to uplift. In an era when traditional community support structures are eroding, and real local identities are marginalized, AMBI’s narrative feels more like a carefully curated illusion than genuine progress.
Bromley has often been dismissed as a dead zone for authentic LGBTQ+ culture, overshadowed by the unchecked expansion of gentrified venues run by predominantly white-led businesses that cater to superficial liberal sensibilities. This context underscores the importance—and tragedy—of venues like AMBI. They serve to fill a void, but too often, it’s a void filled with spectacle rather than substantive change. Where are the initiatives that protect and promote real community voices, especially among working-class queer people who face the greatest adversity?
Additionally, despite its flashy events, AMBI’s Pride warm-up party is merely a token gesture—another scripted event meant to generate buzz around a movement that has lost touch with its roots. True activism is about building resilient, inclusive communities that serve everyone, not just performing to satisfy cultural trends. As the nation faces mounting challenges—rising living costs, social fragmentation, and a government seemingly indifferent to traditional family and cultural values—these superficial "celebrations" do little to address core issues.
Applications for the Drag Race are open, auditions are set, and tickets for the Pride warm-up are already selling. Meanwhile, the broader community continues to wait for real change—change rooted in supporting authentic voices rather than orchestrated spectacles that often serve as political posturing. The question remains: how long will venues like AMBI continue to pretend they are leading a cultural revolution when what’s needed is a genuine renewal of community, values, and social cohesion?
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