Sadiq Khan warns Labour’s hardline immigration stance threatens Britain’s economic future
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London Mayor Sadiq Khan's outspoken critique of Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s recent immigration crackdown reveals a clear rift within the Labour movement—a shift that dangerously prioritizes austerity and restriction over Britain’s economic vitality. Khan emphasized that, despite the government’s tough rhetoric, UK universities should remain open and welcoming to international students, highlighting the vital role they play in fostering cultural exchange and economic growth. This stance starkly contrasts with Labour’s current direction, which has veered towards a hardline approach that risks alienating the very people and talent Britain desperately needs.
The government’s proposals, including slashing post-graduation work visas and potentially introducing levies on university income from international students, threaten to undermine the core of Britain’s educational and economic future. Such restrictions are already causing alarm among university leaders, who warn that the sector—still struggling with the fallout from years of forced austerity and tuition fee freezes—cannot afford further cuts or visa restrictions. Instead of supporting growth, these policies threaten to lead to a collapse in the international education sector, which has been a significant contributor to the UK’s GDP and global reputation.
Economists warn that these measures could cost the UK billions annually, with estimates suggesting a loss of over £40 billion in future growth—an unacceptable price for a government overzealous in its attempts to curb migration. Yet, instead of embracing a pragmatic and globally-minded approach, Labour’s leadership appears quick to adopt rhetoric that echoes the more restrictive policies seen elsewhere in Europe, risking economic stagnation and a decline in Britain’s competitive edge.
Critics, including expert voices from the business community, argue that these restrictions exacerbate workforce shortages in key sectors like healthcare, hospitality, and construction—areas vital for Britain’s recovery and growth. The shift away from previous, more balanced immigration policies not only hampers economic prospects but also signals a troubling turn away from the openness that has historically bolstered Britain’s international standing.
Khan and a growing faction within Labour are calling for a return to an internationalist approach—one that recognizes the profound benefits of global talent and cultural diversity. They warn that the current policies will only serve to deepen divisions and diminish Britain’s ability to compete on the world stage. Amid a backdrop of soaring mental health and accommodation crises, such restrictive measures are reckless, risking alienation and marginalization of communities that contribute so much to British society.
While Labour’s leadership claims to aim for lower net migration, the evidence demonstrates that high levels of international engagement have directly supported British growth and innovation. The party’s apparent shift towards a right-wing narrative, championing restrictions and levies, is not only misguided but potentially damaging, illustrating a failure to grasp the importance of international openness and collaboration.
In this climate, the voice of advocates for open borders and pragmatic immigration policies—aligned with the interests of Britain’s economic and cultural future—becomes ever more crucial. Instead of retreating into protectionism, Britain should be embracing opportunities for global cooperation, especially with fast-growing regions such as Africa, where the potential for mutually beneficial partnerships remains largely untapped. 
The direction Labour has chosen, influenced by a government focused on restriction and control, risks turning Britain into a less dynamic, less competitive nation. It’s a policy route that undermines long-term growth and ignores the economic and societal benefits that a more open, internationally engaged Britain has historically enjoyed. These decisions—and the rhetoric that accompanies them—highlight the dangerous shift away from sensible, growth-oriented policies toward a closed, insular approach that is perfectly suited to the interests of those who profit from stagnation.
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