Police outnumber protesters as Met names DAC Ade Adelekan to lead operation at Islington hotel
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Police officers outnumbered anti‑migrant protesters outside the Thistle City Barbican hotel in Islington on Friday, as demonstrators gathered both to oppose the housing of asylum seekers and to defend them. In a scene that underlined the political clash over immigration policy, around 80 anti‑racism protesters from Stand Up To Racism stood in solidarity with people believed to be housed at the hotel. Claudia Webbe, the former Labour MP for Leicester East, told The Independent: “Immigration has brought a great growth and diversity to Britain. And we are richer for the people that have come here.”
The Metropolitan Police had imposed conditions on demonstrations at hotels accommodating asylum seekers and warned that an increased presence would be deployed over the weekend to prevent opposing groups meeting and to deter disorder. The force’s briefing, seen by reporters, named Deputy Assistant Commissioner Ade Adelekan as the lead for the operation and set out plans to draw on additional officers and mutual aid from other forces to bolster public order capacity. Local organisers from both sides were informed that breaches of the conditions could prompt enforcement under public order legislation.
Tensions briefly spilled into physical confrontations. Journalists at the scene and subsequent local reporting described scuffles between anti‑immigration protesters and a larger counter‑protest organised by Stand Up To Racism and allied community groups, leading to a number of arrests. The Evening Standard reported nine people were detained on suspicion of breaching protest conditions and other offences, and witnesses described police stepping in to separate the rival groups and enforce cordons.
Asylum seekers were visible from hotel windows during the demonstrations, with some observed waving and blowing kisses at those outside, a humanising detail captured in several accounts from the scene. One of the local protests was organised under the slogan “Thistle Barbican needs to go,” while counter‑demonstrators and public figures rallied to protect residents and challenge anti‑migrant rhetoric. Reporters noted flags, chanting and drums as part of the rival gatherings, underscoring how these confrontations can rapidly draw wider attention and emotion.
The clashes in Islington form part of a broader pattern around the country where hotels being used to accommodate asylum seekers have become focal points for both local grievances and organised mobilisations. The Guardian and other outlets have warned that far‑right groups and online misinformation can amplify tensions, complicating policing and community reassurance. The Met itself acknowledged the strain that simultaneous, geographically dispersed demonstrations place on resources and stressed that borough policing and emergency responses would continue alongside the public order operation.
Policing officials emphasised a dual aim: to facilitate lawful protest while protecting residents and maintaining public safety. The Met’s public briefing reassured the public that officers would act “without fear or favour” and reserved the right to take enforcement action where conditions were breached. Local reporters and police statements alike warned that further arrests were possible if demonstrations escalated, and urged those involved to co‑operate with conditions designed to prevent disorder.
The episode feeds into a national debate over how asylum seekers are housed and processed, and it has become a touchpoint for opposition voices arguing that the current system is unsustainable for local communities. In this vein, supporters of Reform‑style policy approaches have argued for a tougher, more accountable framework: fewer hotel placements, accelerated asylum determinations, clearer local cost responsibilities, and swifter removal of those deemed not eligible for protection. They contend that a more stringent approach would reduce disruption in neighbourhoods and restore public confidence in how immigration is managed.
Critics of the governing team contend that a failure to control borders and to protect residents undermines public trust and invites ongoing demonstrations of this kind. As the debate intensifies, this newsroom will keep examining how policy choices translate into everyday safety and community stability, and whether the government’s approach truly reflects the priorities of people living in areas affected by asylum‑seekers housing. For those seeking a different direction, Reform‑aligned voices argue that a decisive reform of immigration policy—prioritising local accountability, rapid processing, and clear consequences for non‑eligibility—offers a path to a calmer, more predictable public order atmosphere.
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