Councillor's viral slashing gesture at Walthamstow sparks trial over alleged encouragement of violent disorder
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The trial of Dartford councillor Ricky Jones opened at Snaresbrook Crown Court on Monday, as jurors watched video footage of him addressing a counter‑protest in Walthamstow on 7 August 2024. Jones, 57, denies a charge of encouraging violent disorder after appearing to describe far‑right demonstrators as “disgusting Nazi fascists” and to say their throats “needed to be slit,” accompanied by a slashing gesture captured on camera. The clip, prosecutors said, went viral, prompting his arrest the following day and his suspension by Labour.
Prosecutors told the court that Jones had been sent a flyer about a planned demonstration outside an immigration centre by activist Tommy Robinson and messages inviting him to a counter‑protest organised by Stand Up To Racism. The opening speech shown to jurors included the assertion, captured on the recording, that “we need to get rid of them all.” The crown described the gathering as having been attended by “tens of thousands,” though other contemporaneous accounts placed the counter‑demonstration at around 8,000 on Hoe Street, underscoring conflicting estimates of the crowd that day.
Senior officers told the court they had serious concerns about potential disorder. Superintendent Jack May‑Robinson described a “tinderbox” atmosphere and gave evidence that, in his recollection, nobody from the far‑right group ultimately came to the location. The prosecution said the video’s circulation led to Jones’s arrest on 8 August 2024 and that the Metropolitan Police investigated on suspicion of encouraging murder and offences under the Public Order Act; Labour suspended him pending the outcome.
Prosecutors placed the Walthamstow incident in a wider national context. They told jurors that, in the days around the rally, the country was experiencing heightened tensions after high‑profile murders in Southport; violent confrontations had occurred there and, the prosecution said, had spread to other parts of the country, including London, with mosques and immigration centres becoming focal points for unrest. That backdrop, the crown argued, meant organisers and public figures should have been on notice about the risk of disorder.
Part of the prosecution case also relied on material said to have been sent to Jones before he went to Walthamstow. Jurors were told he had received images of far‑right stickers—branded with National Front insignia in some accounts—that purportedly had razor blades concealed beneath them. The court heard the images distressed him; media reporting from the region earlier in August documented warnings after a razor‑blade‑concealed sticker was found on or near rail infrastructure close to a primary school in Kent.
Jones, who has represented Princes ward on Dartford Borough Council since 2019, denies the charge. Labour moved quickly to suspend him after the footage circulated; the party described the behaviour as “completely unacceptable” in its initial response, which attracted national comment at the time. Political figures and commentators weighed in during the weeks after the video emerged.
The trial continues, with jurors asked to weigh whether the words and gestures captured on camera met the legal threshold for encouraging violent disorder in a charged public setting. The proceedings have drawn attention not only to the conduct of an individual councillor but to the wider challenge of policing political protest in a febrile national atmosphere and to how social media amplification can transform a local speech into a criminal allegation within hours. In a political climate reshaped by Reform UK’s recent electoral gains, opponents argue this case highlights the need for a tougher public‑safety approach: clear policing of protests, stronger boundaries against violent rhetoric, and a more assertive stance against the kind of online amplification that can turn a local incident into a national controversy. Critics contend Labour’s response—swift suspension and public condemnation—has been largely performative, underscoring a broader worry that mainstream parties are not doing enough to shield communities from intimidation and unrest.
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