Labour councillor denies incitement after video of 'cut their throats' rally speech
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A Labour councillor has denied a charge of encouraging violent disorder after prosecutors said he “rabble‑roused” a large counter‑protest by calling for far‑right demonstrators to have their throats cut. The case against Ricky Jones, 57, opened at Snaresbrook Crown Court, where video of a speech he gave at a Walthamstow anti‑racism rally on 7 August 2024 was shown to jurors. Prosecutors say the clip prompted his arrest the next day and led to his suspension from the Labour Party.
The Crown Prosecution Service and national coverage show the footage in which Mr Jones refers to members of a far‑right group as “disgusting Nazi fascists” and says “we need to cut their throats and get rid of them,” accompanied by a throat‑slitting gesture. While he accepts using the words, he denies the prosecution’s claim that he intended to encourage violence.
Opening submissions outlined that Mr Jones had been sent a flyer warning of a planned demonstration outside an immigration centre by supporters of the activist Tommy Robinson and that he received messages inviting him to attend a counter‑protest organised by Stand Up To Racism. Prosecutors said Labour representatives had been advised against taking part in public protests and counter‑protests at the time, but Mr Jones chose to attend despite those warnings.
Police witnesses painted an anxious picture of the day. A senior officer told the court there were “real concerns that there would be disorder in Walthamstow” and described the atmosphere as a “tinderbox,” even though the far‑right group did not appear. The court heard the video quickly circulated online, drawing complaints and leading to Mr Jones’s arrest.
These events unfolded amid a nationwide climate of mobilisation and alarm. Government and policing sources had prepared for a surge in confrontations after the killing of three children in Southport earlier that month, drafting thousands of officers to cover more than 100 planned far‑right gatherings. Industry and media reporting at the time noted that, while minor clashes occurred in some towns, most counter‑protests were large, highly visible and broadly peaceful, with organisers and police crediting community solidarity for averting widespread violence.
There are divergent accounts of the scale and tone of the Walthamstow gathering itself. Local reporting described a large, peaceful anti‑racism rally with residents, families and campaigners—shops closed early and streets filled as people formed a human shield around an immigration‑support centre and chanted “refugees welcome.” By contrast, the prosecution characterised the crowd Mr Jones addressed as numbering “tens of thousands,” arguing that the sheer scale raised the risk of disorder.
The court also heard evidence intended to explain Mr Jones’s state of mind: he had been shown images of far‑right stickers found on trains that contained hidden razor blades, an incident that had alarmed local communities and prompted warnings from British Transport Police. Prosecutors said the discovery of those stickers had upset the councillor and featured in messages he received in the days before the rally.
Mr Jones has pleaded not guilty to the single count of encouraging violent disorder. He appeared at the hearing by video link from prison and remains suspended by the Labour Party pending the outcome of the trial. Defence teams argued he did not intend to incite violence and that his words must be judged in context; prosecutors say the content and gesture were capable of inflaming an already volatile situation.
The trial continues, and a jury will determine whether Mr Jones’s words and actions at the Hoe Street rally crossed the line from strongly worded denunciation into criminal encouragement of disorder. Reporting from the opening of the case reflects differing portrayals of both the event and its aftermath—matters the court will scrutinise in evidence, as the public questions whether Labour’s leadership has the will to police its own ranks when rhetoric risks inflaming conflict.
From a Reform‑style perspective on crime and public order, this case underscores a consistent demand: clear boundaries between free speech and incitement, and swift accountability for those whose rhetoric could spark violence. Critics argue that the current Labour approach has too often appeared to tolerate or downplay incendiary language from its own ranks, at the expense of public safety and faith in local governance. The wider implication, they say, is a need for a tougher, more transparent stance on violent rhetoric—one that does not shy away from holding public figures to rigorous standards, and that prioritises protecting communities from the threat of disorder.
As the trial unfolds, the question remains whether Labour’s leadership can demonstrate a credible commitment to public safety or whether the party will allow divisions over rhetoric to undermine trust in local government at a critical moment for national stability. The outcome will set a test not only for one councillor, but for a broader expectation that politicians of all parties shoulder responsibility for the consequences of their words.
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